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Virginia Traveler

A publication of the Virginia Airstream Club (#109) W.B.C.C.I


President’s Notes


Welcome Spring!  The weather here the last few days has warmed, making one think spring 
is just around the corner.  I hope folks are doing well and some of our members have 
received a shot or two of the Covid 19 vaccine.  I realize it is a choice.  Lee and I are 

preparing to head to Florida and get a head start on spring.  
It will be good to be on the road again.  We are visiting 
some winter-based family, so our bubble will not be 
expanded much.  We had mild cases of the virus at the end 
of 2020 so we feel we have some immunity to the virus but 
are limiting risky activity.  We will go to the grocery and eat 
at outside venues that are taking precautions.   

David, Randy, and I have been working diligently on the 
Abingdon Silver in the Street Rally.  We are getting excited 
as the details are being finalized.  There will be more detail 
later in this newsletter.  

We also developed an article that describes some of the 
Abingdon area activity options in more detail.    

If you are lucky enough to have been out and start traveling, we wish you safe travels.  If you 
are planning to get out, David Broad has an article detailing precautions he and Margret take 
to stay safe and travel. We are finding contactless check-ins and other options in our early 
planning.    

See you down the road, 

Jeff and Lee Cutright 
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Silver in The Streets 
Abingdon, Virginia 

May 13-16 
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We are finalizing arrangements in Abingdon and it promises to be an enjoyable event.  
We will be downtown Abingdon on Remsburg Drive and a couple adjoining parking lots.  
We will muster and park Thursday afternoon, so one set up.  Please come ready to dry 
camp from Thursday at noon until Sunday at noon.   

Due to Covid concerns there will be no indoor gatherings and no open house.  We 
encourage folks to gather in small groups outside.  We don’t’ know what virus related 
restrictions will be in place in May. 

We will gather outside at the Farmer’s Market Pavilion at the end of Remsburg Drive at 5 
PM on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday for information.    

The typical draw to the area is the Barter Theatre or the Creeper Trail.  One should ride 
the Creeper on Friday as this rally is the same weekend as Trail Days in Damascus, so 
expect Damascus to be busting at the seems from Friday afternoon to Sunday with AT 
hikers and supporters.  The Creeper shuttle operator I talked with did confirm this 
approach would be best.   

Saturday morning the Framer’s Market takes place in the pavilion at the end of Remsburg 
Drive.  From the information relayed to us, this market is well attended.  Expect a greater 
number of interested and curious folks to walk through our area. 

In the afternoons we plan to have the local historian available to provide tours or talks on 
Abingdon and characters that contributed to the local area or Virginia.   We plan to have 
the historian available on Thursday evening to talk about options regarding his services.   

Register at http://www.airstream-life.com/abingdon/index.htm  

Payment at http://www.airstream- life.com/abingdon/paypal-fee.htm  

from https://www.airstream.com/blog/
urban-air-2018-streets-lined-silver/

from: https://www.airstream.com/blog/urban-
air-2018-streets-lined-silver/

http://www.airstream-life.com/abingdon/index.htm
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B I K E S  V I R G I N I A S  A U G U S T  2 0 - 2 9  
We expect to satisfy anyone’s desire to bike ride rail trails during this caravan.   We plan to 
start in Abingdon parked at the Southwest Cultural Center and Marketplace starting Friday 
August 20th.  Our first ride would be on the Virginia Creeper Trail.  Next, we are headed to 
the Wytheville KOA where we can ride the New River Trail.  The last stop will be Lewisburg, 
WV staying at the West Virginia Fair grounds where we will have access to the Greenbrier 
Trail.  

There are plenty of support and shuttle services on the Virginia Creeper, but we are not 
going to be so lucky on the other two.   

There is plenty of time to do more planning.  If you are a cyclist and want to get involved, 
feel free to volunteer.  It is ok for some participants to not be bike riders.  There are plenty of 
support opportunities available.  

If you have a ham license it 
would be great to get involved as 
cell service is spotty, especially in 
West Virginia. 
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Business Meeting August 5-8, Greenwood, VA  
Misty Mountain Camp Resort 

The annual business meeting will be near Charlottesville, and we are hoping folks will join 
in and get to know more members of Virginia Airstream Club 109 
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Good article on De-winterizing your trailer: h"ps://mavistheairstream.com/2019/03/07/guide-
to-de-winterizing-your-airstream/  

Another: https://www.canamrv.ca/blog/post/ten-steps-to-de-winterize-your-rv-at-home/ 

There are many discussions on this topic, all of which have good points. I always have to 
refer to these lists. airforums.com is a great place for information and discussions on this 
topic and anything else you can think of.  

1. Give the Airstream a bath 

2. Give the inside a good cleaning 

3. Inspect the trailer 

4. Check your house batteries, and all the little things that use batteries like LevelMate, 
smoke detectors, tire monitors, flashlights, headlights, cameras…. 

5. Practice good propane safety 

6. Test the trailer’s appliances 

7. De-winterize the plumbing 

8. Flush out holding tanks 

9. Check your tires 

10.Check your brakes 

11.Have trailer inspected 

12. Inspect your trailer brakes 
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BRIGHT IDEAS

https://mavistheairstream.com/2019/03/07/guide-to-de-winterizing-your-airstream/
https://mavistheairstream.com/2019/03/07/guide-to-de-winterizing-your-airstream/
http://airforums.com


57th Edition, Chartered 1964 Virginia Traveler/Virginia Airstream Club March 4, 2021

  

Camping in the Time of Covid 
by David Broad

Needless to say 2020 has been a most challenging year! We have traditionally been on 
the road for the best part of 8 months a year for the last five years. Since March we 
have been in self imposed isolation and yet man- aged to contrive several trips to 
brighten our spirits and prove that our Airstream Adventure is still alive and well! 

Little did we know what was in store for us! In early March we joined the South 
Carolina Coastal Airstream Club for a very success- 
ful Silver on the Street rally in Georgetown SC. We gathered as a group several times 
and hosted an afternoon open house session with dozen of folks in very close 
proximity inside our Flying Cloud 25. Arriving home in Virginia on March 10 the 
alarm bells were beginning to ring worldwide. 
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Last days of innocence at the 
Georgetown SC Silver on the Street 
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Our first action was to cancel our Spring trip to China (the epicenter!), Japan, 
Indonesia and South Korea! Then we also cancelled our fall trip to Sicily and 
Andalusia. When the Canadian border closed, we canceled our summer Airstream 
trip to Newfoundland. Back to basics! Five years of deferred house maintenance and 
Airstream projects beckoned! 

Our rigorous isolationism made full use of home delivery and curbside pickup, 
Walmart for basics, Wegmans for special treats, farmers market and seafood market, 
along with deliveries from Amazon, Alaskan Wild Fish and Naked Wines. Anything 
coming into our household was either washed, wiped down with alcohol or left to 
age for a few days. Local Covid outbreaks were reported from several retail and 
business locations but we rigorously avoided all public venues. After 3 months of this 
regime we were ready to breakout! 

We assembled a rough list of the criteria for our trips: one day six hour maximum 
travel distance, one fuel stop for the round trip, spacious and distanced campground 
layout, most likely dry camping location, allow contactless existence for a week to 10 
days, be self-contained with all supplies, food and beverages for the entire trip, no 
restaurant visits, good cellular signal strength to maintain business connectivity, a 
location that was calm, beautiful and a fun place to enjoy and lift our spirits. Sounds 
like we had high expectations but really we did find a couple of perfect spots! 

Two other important planning issues then become evident. Reservations for the best 
weather windows and pre trip food planning. With reasonable two week weather 
forecasting we could avoid high heat periods (as for dry camping we would not have 
any air conditioning) and multiple rain days, which needed a last minute 
opportunity to juggle reservations. Once our departure date had been set, we 
launched into curbside acquisition and kitchen prep mode. 

We selected two locations that fit most of our wish list. Assateague National Seashore 
(not the State Park) in Maryland and the Outer Banks Hatteras National Seashore at 
Frisco, NC. We loved Hatteras so much we went there again in the fall as 
temperatures were a good 10 degrees higher than at our Virginia home on the 
Rappahannock. The NPS reservation system is quite flexible and allows days to be 
added to an existing reservation providing there is availability and likewise days can 
be removed. We found this highly useful to avoid periodic bands of the East Coast 
weather systems. Careful use of Google Earth and camp site maps made it possible to 
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select the most appealing sites throughout the campgrounds. Golden age pass kept 
the nightly rate around $18 so it’s incredibly good value! 

Pre-trip planning starts with a daily meal plan for 
the time away. We have always enjoyed eating at 
fine dining restaurants but that’s no longer 
desirable so we focus on gourmet cooking on the 
road. We started a FaceBook group earlier this 
year called Gourmet Camping to share ideas (feel 
free to join us!) and it’s been very inspiring. 
We‘re also fortunate to be able to harvest our 
crab pots in the Rappahannock River and have an 
inventory of frozen crab cakes to last all winter. 
A selection of our main meals includes crab 
cakes, fresh Carolina shrimp, oysters, cod, 
halibut, shepherds pie, moussaka, curry sauce to 
combine with shrimp or chicken, lamb, 
tenderloin steaks and duck breasts. For variety 
we carry two grills, a Weber Q propane grill and 
a Yakatori charcoal and wood grill. 
For our first venture out in early June we 
agreed to meet the Raleigh NC friends we 
had originally planned to travel to China 

with at a half way point which sent our Airstreams to Davis Lakes campground in 
Suffolk Virginia. We both trusted each other’s pre-trip, two-week quarantine but 
cautiously maintained our distance. We alternated hors d’oeuvres and dinner 
preparation spending many hours on opposite ends of the benches! For recreation we 
took long hikes around the former quarry lakes, maintaining distancing but close 
enough to easily carry on a conversation. 

Encouraged by the success of our mobile camping bubble we next planned a week in 
Assateague National Seashore campground just on the border of Virginia and 
Maryland. Check in was safe and easy and the sites were spaced 100 to 150 ft apart. 
We selected a site on the Oceanside loop which gave us direct access to the sand 
dunes and beach in bare feet straight out of our camper door. Our daily exercise 
routine is usually two to three miles walking which is perfect on the hard sand and 
the endless beach. Mid week the beach was lightly populated with mainly fishermen 
and we felt very comfortable with our camping set up. 
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Assateague is renown for free roaming wild ponies and sure enough during the day 
the Airstream was from time to time surrounded by dozens of these gentle creatures 
as they moved through the grass and grazed! The low constant roar of the surf gave 
us a very tranquil and relaxing week and we were lucky with moderate August 
temperatures tolerable without air conditioning. 

Moving into September we wanted to take advantage of the higher temperatures in 
the Outer Banks and Frisco campground provided all the elements of sun, beach, 
great campsites, beach access by 4WD, secluded sites in the dunes located and 
selected using Google Earth, beautiful views of the ocean, no sounds except the ocean 
surf. 

 Part of the magic of Frisco is purchasing an ORV (off road vehicle) permit which allows you to drive 
on 50 miles of beach, pack all your beach gear into the truck: table, chairs, coolers, grill, awnings and 
really install yourself on your own 100 ft wide beach front space and make a day of it! Lunch with a 
tablecloth, cutlery, salads, seafood and chilled wine makes for a special occasion as well as a good 
book and a short siesta under the awning! 
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We enjoyed it so much we found another 
weather window in October and returned 
for another week of bliss! 

 These National Park campgrounds had no 
services whatsoever so being prepared for a 
week to ten days means serious resource 
preparation. Our rig has 400 watts of solar 
and a 2.5 kw inverter which kept us powered with the exception of one rainy day when our 
propane converted Honda EU2000i boosted our reserves. Water conservation is a top priority 
with 1.5 gallon showers and washing up water being dispersed to the grass! The inverter kept 
our lives civilized by powering the microwave, espresso machine, computers, TV, Dish TV 
receiver and DVD player. 
Our current adventure may last 3 months until the spring. Leaving Virginia mid-
December we made reservations mostly in state parks, some national parks or Corps 
of Engineers parks, and a couple of commercial RV parks we are already familiar 
with. State parks have the luxury of almost always being well spaced out unlike 
commercial and independents who under their for-profit business models are obliged 
to pack you in tight in order to maximize revenue for their acreage. 

As we wander around Florida and eventually make our way across the Gulf to Texas, 
we steadfastly maintain our Covid protocol. Plan ahead, order curbside or online, 
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Solar energy production over four days 
showing a rainy day which needed 
augmenting by generator. 
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keep our distance, resist temptation of a casual invitation or a tempting but risky 
activity, wear masks when in proximity with other folks, have a supply of latex 
gloves for gas pumps and picking up supplies, wait for crowds to dissipate before 
going into places of business, avoid groups of people by walking around them, come 
to a stop at least 10 feet away from a person you wish to engage, and yes wash hands 
and keep a spray dispenser of alcohol close at hand. 

We keep reminding ourselves the best isolation quarantine bubble is an Airstream! 
After all, NASA used them to seclude returning lunar astronauts! 

Margaret & David Broad (WBCCI #2381) from Tappahannock, Virginia, traveling 8 
months of the year (until 2020!) since July 2016 in their 2015 Flying Cloud 25 RB 
Nuage Volant. We belong to the Virginia Airstream Club #109 and are affiliated with 
Club Airstream Quebec & Maritimes #125 and with the South Eastern Camping Unit 
#010. You can email questions or comments to airstream@db26.net Our travel blog is 
at www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com and David also publishes an Airstream 
improvement page at https://www.facebook.com/AirstreamTweaks/ and for fun 
created a Gourmet Camping group at https://m. facebook.com/groups/
gourmetcamping 
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Mentor Program 

With the booming sales in RVs in general and particularly with Airstreams, the Virginia 
Airstream Club has significant number of new members.  Most of these folks have new 
trailers, although there are some with Vintage trailers.   

The Virginia Airstream Club would be glad to answer question regarding camping, trailer 
issues, towing questions, and hacks.  We know there is a lot of information on the web and 
in forums, but if you would like to contact a human directly, send us an email to get started.  
virginiaairstreamclub@gmail.com 

The National organization website: https://airstreamclub.org 

Virginia Airstream Club website: https://airstreamclub.org/virginia  

Officers: 2021

President: Jeff Cutright #31189
1st Vice President: Christopher Meccia #5625
2nd Vice Pres: open
Treasurer: Xan Rinehart #4546
Recording Sec: Kay Lambert #6095
Past Pres: Randy Rinehart #4546
Trustees:
(1 years) David Broad #2381
(2 years) D.A. Powell #9900
(1 years) Danny Locklair #5249
(2 years) John Pezzoli #6750
Committees:
Rally & Caravan: Douglas Powell #9900
Membership: Randy Rinehart #4546
Newsletter: Greg Wall #7351
Website: Jeff Cutright #31189
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Virginia Airstream Club 109 Events 2021 Schedule

Start End Event Joint Location City, State Contact email
3/25 3/28 Maintenance X Small Country Campground Louisa, VA Tom Carmichael tomc@sportsimageinc.com
4/9 4/11 Springtime Bluebells X Outlanders River Camp W Luray, VA Linda Heuer gheuer@umich.edu
4/17 4/17 Board Meeting Zoom JMC jcutright4@msn.com
4/21 4/25 Region 3 N Florida Fairgrounds Tallahassee, FL Wild region3.wbcci.com
5/13 5/16 Silver in the Streets Abingdon, VA Abingdon, VA JMC jcutright4@msn.com

6/11 6/12 Houston Festival Cool Breeze Campground Galax, VA On your own On your own this year
7/17 7/24 64th International Rally Wilson County Expo Center Lebanon, TN WBCCI.org
8/5 8/8 VA Club  - Business Misty Mountain Greenwood, VA JMC jcutright4@msn.com
8/9 8/14 Old Time Fiddlers Cool Breeze Campground Galax, VA On your own
8/20 8/29 Bike Virginias Abingdon - Wytheville - Lewisburg Abingdon, VA JMC jcutright4@msn.com
9/1 9/1 Board Meeting Zoom JMC jcutright4@msn.com

9/24 9/25 Commonwealth Rally X American Heritage Campground Willimasburg, VA Tidewater laweva@msn.com

9/28 10/4 58th Swiss Festival Winklepleck Grove Sugar Creek, OH SwissRallyRegistar@yahoo.com
12/4 12/4 Holiday Luncheon

Rally: March 25th to the 28th 
   Cozy Acres Family Campground  
   Powhatan,  VA


	Bikes Virginias August 20-29

