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President’s
 Corner

Good day from Jackson Center, OH where I am attending my first 
Alumapalooza event. I want to thank everyone for the good text 
messages, emails and snail mail letters. Being President, I am finding 
them all informative and very interesting of how the core of our club 
is interested in where we are headed.  This really gives me the pulse 
of the club and how you all are feeling and thinking. The team and I 
are looking at, sharing, discussing, and researching what we receive. 
We need to have your understanding and patience to let us do what 
is best for the club as a whole.  I am sure some of you want change 
yesterday with yours being the only response you are worried about. 
Everything that is sent to me is read and discussed so we can form 
and lead a plan that is best for everyone.  I am so glad that so many 
of you are taking the time to contact me.  Just as a side note, I 
receive 3 to 15 messages every day and read and try to respond to 
everyone. This does not mean the answer will always be what you 
want to hear, but the best for our club, so be patient.

I am out traveling and talking with many of you about what your clubs 
want. I was at the Region 7 rally in Marquette, MI. What a Rally!  I 
am sending a big “YOU BETCHA” to Jane Carmichael and her team 
to pull off a safe and fun rally.  This shows me that as a team, people 
are creative and problem solvers to make a rally safe and fun.  I 
made many new friends and I learned a lot how people interpret 
information. There was discussion about a trail over a murder and 
how people can stretch facts. This made me think about getting the 
right information out to all of us with no wrong interpretation.

We all need to understand that the EC and IBT are trying to make 
sure the information we are putting out is understood correctly. So 
many members need to take the time to read, reread and understand 
the many things we send out to you. This is, and always will be, the 

toughest part of communicating with our club. Over the years, I 
have seen the rumors fly on emails, Facebook and all the other 
forms of communication we share. Let us stop the rumors and 
focus on correcting the damage they cause.  We are able as a club 
to be more positive and work as the great team we are to solve 
(with being respectful of others’ opinions) the speed bumps of our 
club’s highway.  We do need to learn that you own what you say. 
So I am asking all of you, if you put something out there and it is 
wrong, correct it. I and others will have more respect for the people 
that do this as well and stopping bad information. One of the things 
that come to mind are: A) Save Wally (is he in trouble?) No! We 
have to listen to our members and are giving you options as you 
ask. You can have Wally on badges for your trailer, badges, and 
flags. We have not done away with his birthday; we just have not 
been doing International Rallies over the July 4 date. So instead of 
complaining about doing away with Wally, let’s volunteer and come 
up with new ideas and ways of sharing his legacy with the world. I 
see so much time wasted over people rallying to save him than do 
something constructive to celebrate what he gave us with our club. 
B) Saying that people are not doing anything about your concerns 
is wrong. We take into consideration ALL of our members feelings 
and concerns as we discuss and figure out the plan. 

I am asking all of you to read and help each other to stop the 
rumors and begin taking responsibilities for your own actions. We 
need to be respectful, listen to each other while being open-minded 
to change and other opinions. Have a great month and be safe!
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Joe Peplinski BRN 702, WBCCI Historian
history@airstreamclub.net

 The 1971 European Caravan 

Arrival in Europe

Caravanners await luggage next to 
their 747 in London

Unloading an Airstream at Antwerp

Though we will continue our review of Airstream 

in the 1930s soon, we take a break this month 

to review a caravan for its 50th anniversary 

namely Caravan 80 – 1971 Old World Europe, 

or more simply, the 1971 European Caravan.

Airstream first offered a European Caravan in 

1956, then repeated it in 1960.  The Around 

the World Caravan toured Europe in 1964.  

Though Airstream considered offering European 

Caravans every other year at one point, the next 

European Caravan did not occur until 1971 and 

was different in several ways.

First off was the size,  from the time it was first 

announced, the 1971 Caravan was planned to 

be 150 rigs!  This was about the same amount 

as the three prior European tours combined:  

36 in 1956, 57 in 1960 peaking at 79 after 

some African Caravan rigs joined, and only 

about 30-something still with the Around the 

World Caravan when it reached Europe.  The 

final 1971 totals were 148 rigs and 308 

caravanners!  These caravanners came from 

37 of the 50 states and one Canadian province.  

The caravan leaders were Bob and Helen Smith, 

supported by four staff couples covering tasks 

from advance scouts to mechanics to recreation. 

Second, they used a “roll on / roll off” ship for 

the rigs so that they did not need to be hoisted 

aboard by crane as had been required in 1956, 

1960, and 1963-64.  The Atlantic Container 

Line (ACL) ship Atlantic Song carried their 

Airstreams and tow cars to Europe.

Third, their rigs arrived in and departed from 

Europe at the port city of Antwerp, Belgium, not 

at Rotterdam, Holland as in 1956 and 1960.

Fourth, for the first time on an overseas caravan, 

all the caravanners traveled to Europe by plane 

rather than ship.  They crossed the Atlantic on 

one of TWA’s first Boeing 747 “Jumbo Jets”!

Fifth, while their rigs were in transit, the 

caravanners stopped in England for a week-

long tour, the first time an Airstream European 

Caravan officially toured that nation, though 

without their Airstreams in tow.

Finally, this was the first official European 

Caravan to go behind the Iron Curtain (though 

the Around the World Caravan had done so 

in 1964).  A tour of Russia was originally on 

the 1971 European Caravan itinerary, but the 

promise of entry visas for the caravanners was 

eventually revoked.  It still did go behind the Iron 

Curtain to Czechoslovakia and Poland.

Welcoming Ceremony in Antwerp

Caravan enters a European City
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