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President’s Message 
 

Hope everyone is having a safe and “cool” summer.  I know some of you lucky ones have been traveling outside of 
Texas; I hope you are travelling to cooler places.   There was no rally in July since it is typically the time when Inter-
national is happening.  There are several THCU members going.  I hope you all have a fun time with cooler weather.  
I hope we see pictures!  You can post them on Facebook (Texas Hill Country Unit) or send them to me or Ally to be 
shared if you wish. 
 
In August, we will have the luncheon at Black’s Bar-B-Que in Lockhart, Texas.  It will be Saturday, August 13 at 11:30 
AM.  Since it is cafeteria style, you can order what you wish from their menu.  The price ranges from $15 to $20 per 
person, depending on what you order.  The restaurant is downtown Lockhart with the address pictured below.  Do 
not go to the big barn looking building by the overpass.  Hope to see everyone there.  I need a head count one week 
before we go which is August 6th.  I will notify the manager at that time how many of us to expect.  
 
In September, we start off with another rally at Brazos Valley RV Park in Caldwell, TX.  
The last time I called we had seven spots left.  Don’t forget this  is a TX A&M football 
week end and they fill up fast.   Joane Ermis and Dave Toy are the hosts for this rally.   
 
Welcome to Jarod Hogan, a new affiliate member from Houston.  The schedule for the 
rest of the year is included in this newsletter.  Hope to meet you at the next rally! 
 
Stay Cool.  Charlie L. Williams 
President, Texas Hill Country Unit 
Ncw123@aol.com 

 

 

Stop the squeak! 9 places your Airstream wants lube  

https://store.airstreamlife.com/blogs/airstream-life-store-blog/stop-the-squeak-9-places-your-airstream-wants-lube
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Stop the squeak! 9 places your Airstream wants lube (airstreamlife.com)  
Rich Luhr  Dec 14, 2020  
 
An Airstream trailer only has a few moving parts, so taking it to the dealer for an old-fashioned “lube job” isn’t normally part of the 
program. But occasionally things squeak, grind, or stick, and that can make the whole trailer seem old long before its time. 
Fortunately, it's an easy fix—and easy to prevent. Other than wheel bearings, you can easily take care of all the common lubrica-
tion points by yourself, with no tools other than a rag, and no special skills. (You can do the wheel bearings yourself, too, but you’ll 
need a few tools and a willingness to get greasy; the procedure is documented in my book "The (Nearly) Complete Guide to Air-
stream Maintenance".) 
 
You also don’t need to stock up on a lot of fancy lubricants. Most simple jobs can be done with common silicone spray, which is 
available in any hardware or auto parts store. We also use and recommend Boeshield T-9, because it quickly dries to a waxy, wa-
terproof finish that inhibits corrosion and lasts longer. It also doesn’t capture dirt like grease does. (You can find Boeshield in the 
Airstream Life Store both as individual bottles and as part of our Maintenance Essentials Kit.) 
If you are going to use silicone spray, wear grungy clothes and consider wearing gloves too. It's a little messy, and the smell tends 
to linger even after you wash off your hands. 
Let’s look at eight typical lubrication points that can be found on most Airstream travel trailers. Several of these also apply to the 
Nest, Basecamp, Interstate, and Atlas. 
 
1: Awning arms and rollers. Start with the aluminum arms and telescoping tubes that hold up your Zip Dee awning, whether man-
ual or powered. Zip Dee recommends wiping them clean (use soap and water for stubborn dirt) and then spraying the telescoping 
arms and tubes with silicone. For a manual awning, don’t forget to spray the springs near the claws at the end of the upper rafters 
(see arrow in left photo). 
If you have a power awning, don’t use silicone spray on the two small holes in the support arms. Put a little white lithium grease in 
those. 
If your manual awning squeaks as you unroll it, spray the ends of the rollers (pictured above), or drip a little Boeshield T-9 at that 
point. The awning should be quiet as you deploy it. 
 
2: Stabilizer jacks. The four stabilizer jacks under the trailer tend to get noisy over time. In fact, they can eventually develop a loud 
squealing noise when you put them down or take them up, which can make you quite unpopular at the campground. They may 
also squeak as you move around the interior of the trailer. 
A quick shot of silicone will cure this, but the trick is knowing exactly where to aim. Often the squeak point is at the innermost end 
of the jack, where it is fastened to the underbelly of the trailer. Spray in this area and run the jack up and down a couple of times 
to confirm that the noise is gone. If it still squeaks you can try a few other locations on the jack (you can’t add too much silicone 
spray here) and have an assistant run the jack up and down as you work, to help distribute the lube. Just be sure not to lie directly 
under that point when you spray it, or you’ll get a face-full of silicone dripping down on you.  
 
3: Door hinges. Your Airstream door should not sound like the entrance of a haunted mansion. But don’t use silicone here; it tends 
to make a messy black streak (the result of silicone and aluminum oxide mixing) that you’ll find after your first tow or rainstorm. 
Instead, a few drops of Boeshield T-9 lubricates more cleanly. Apply it to the top of each hinge and work the door back and forth a 
few times to make sure the lubricant has dripped down the length of the hinge pin. Use a rag or paper towel to wipe up any excess 
that drips out. 
  
4: Folding entry step. The entry step doesn’t usually need much help, but if it’s making noise, generating black dust (on an alumi-
num step), or hard to move, it’s time to lube it up. Silicone or Boeshield can be used on the hinge points. Work the hinge a few 
times the way you did with the entry door. 
 
5: Locks. There seems to be a fair bit of debate about the proper way to lubricate a lock. Some people swear by light machine oil, 
others like silicone, some use “graphited” oil, and others use only powdered graphite. To make it more confusing, there are just as 
many “authorities” who say to never use any of those products. 
Don’t stress over it; almost any lubrication is better than what most locks get, which is nothing at all. If a lock is getting sticky or 
fussy, just put a small amount of your lube of choice in the keyhole, or lubricate the key itself and work it in and out of the lock 
several times. In this case, more is not better, so start with less than you think you need and only add more lubricant if the lock is 
still sticky. 
Remember, locks can rust just like any other steel product, so it’s good preventative maintenance to lubricate the locks even be-
fore they start to get difficult to turn. 

https://store.airstreamlife.com/blogs/airstream-life-store-blog/stop-the-squeak-9-places-your-airstream-wants-lube
https://store.airstreamlife.com/collections/books-and-cds/products/airstream-maintenance
https://store.airstreamlife.com/collections/books-and-cds/products/airstream-maintenance
https://store.airstreamlife.com/collections/maintenance-kits-and-parts/products/little-things-kit-of-essentials


 3 

 

Stop the squeak! 9 places your Airstream wants lube (airstreamlife.com)  (continued) 
Rich Luhr  Dec 14, 2020  
 
6: Window and vent seals. The black rubber seals around Airstream windows and Fan-Tastic Vents tend to stick shut if they aren't 
maintained. You may have noticed little decals under the windows warning you not to force them open from the inside if they 
stick shut—that's because you can break the glass if the seal is really stuck. 
Fortunately, all the seals need is a quick wipe-down with a rag and some silicone spray, and then they won't stick. Don’t spray di-
rectly on the seal, or you’ll have to clean up overspray afterward. Open the window or vent fully, wet a paper towel or clean rag 
with the silicone, and wipe the seal with that. 
Let the silicone dry on the seal for a minute or two, to minimize mess on the glass, before you shut the window. 
 
7: Window latches. If you have standard Airstream windows with two chrome latches (like the one pictured at left, not the Hehr 
windows that use a round black knob to open), it's a good idea to lube the latches once in a long while. Just a drop or two of 
Boeshield where the latch rubs will make them operate smoothly. 
 
8: Hitch coupler latch. This is probably the most overlooked lube point on any trailer. Failing to show the coupler latch a little love 
once in a while will result in a rusty and difficult latch. A little paint scrapes off the latch every time you use it, leaving bare metal 
that will rust, so lubricating it with Boeshield is good insurance. Just a few drops on the sliding parts will do the job here. 
 
9: Coupler ball. Technically, the ball isn’t part of your Airstream, but I'm including it here because it’s important. If you don’t lube 
it, the chrome finish of the ball will wear off (a process called “spalling”) and it will begin to make some really awful squealing nois-
es as you tow. 
Put a coat of good-old-fashioned grease on the ball so it will last longer. You can just smear it on with a paper towel or put on a 
pair of disposable gloves and apply the grease with your fingers. You can also put grease inside the coupler, from beneath. 
 
Ordinary grease or white lithium grease will do; you don’t need to spend more for something exotic. If you have ruined a few pairs 
of pants by accidentally brushing up against the greasy tow ball, try putting a plastic grocery bag over it when you’re not using it. 
If you use a Hensley Arrow or ProPride 3P hitch, the coupler ball rarely sees the light of day. But it still needs lubrication. Make a 
point of unhitching the ball at least once a year to load up the ball and coupler with grease. 
  
Doing all the lubrication points listed here will take you only about 30 minutes the first time, and probably half that the second 
time you do it. So the investment is small, and the rewards—blissful silence, an Airstream that feels new again, and longer-lasting 
components—are big. 
 
 
 

 
This blog post is being used with permission from the Airstream Life Store, which retains copyright to the con-tent. Visit 
https://store.airstreamlife.com to shop for curated, best-in-class products for Airstream owners and sign-up to receive 
new blogs and how-to videos.  

https://store.airstreamlife.com/blogs/airstream-life-store-blog/stop-the-squeak-9-places-your-airstream-wants-lube
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Website:  https://airstreamclub.org/TexasHillCountry 
THCU President: ncw123@aol.com  

Facebook Page:  Texas Hill Country Unit 

JULY 
21  Karen Mock 
23  Elexa Fischer 
30  Charissa Wyatt 
31 Susan Fegley 
 
 

AUGUST 
01  David Toy 
02  Ed Michek 
05  Tim Ebbers 
08  Craig Fegley 
19  Zephyr Marek 
21  Eddie Eiland 

 You will notice that our Facebook page is Private.  If you are a 
new member and would like to join our Facebook group, search 
for the page name = Texas Hill Country Unit. 
  If you have rally or airstreaming pictures you would like to 
post on our Facebook page, please do so.  We would love to see 
you there too!   

 If you are not a Facebook user or a seldom Facebook user (like me) BUT would like to pro-
vide news or pictures in this newsletter, please send it to me at ally.ebbers@gmail.com and 
I will post on the next newsletter.  

  

Aug 09   Susan and Craig Fegley 
Aug 14   Carol Wallace and Charlie Williams 

New affiliate member: 
 Jarod Hogan 
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THCU Rally Schedule 2022 

Below is the 2022 Rally schedule for THCU.   We are also being invited to other Units’ rallies, which is usually 
posted in the email where the newsletter is attached.  Those won’t be listed below, but you can check air-
streamclub.org for other Units’ rallies.  As always, please check with the hosts first before showing up. 

Texas Hill Country Unit #0104 
Website:  https://airstreamclub.org/TexasHillCountry   
President:  ncw123@aol.com  

Date Location Comments 

January 13-16 Oakwood RV Park 
78 FM 2093, Fredericksburg, TX  
830-997-9817  

Hosts:  Dan and Zephyr Marek 
 
Call to reserve your spot, $47 per night if we get 
10 rigs, otherwise $57 per night 

February 10-13 Top of the Hill RV Resort & Cab-
ins 
12 Cedar Rd, Boerne, TX  
830-537-3666  

This rally has been cancelled. 

February 17-20 Streamin’ on the Strand 
Galveston, TX 

Email Philip Vasquez at pdvasquez@outlook.com 

March 10-13 Bay View RV Resort 
5451 Hwy 35 North, Rockport, TX 
78382 
(361) 400-6000  

Hosts:  Charlie Williams & Carol Wallace and Doug 
& Sheryl Wylie 
 
Call to reserve your spot, $45 per night—no credit 
cards (cash/check only).  Let them know you are 
with the THCU Airstream Club. 

April 26-May1 
Region 9 

Region 9 Rally 
Mineola, TX 

Region 9 officers 

May 11-15 Skyline RV Park  
2231 Hwy 16 N, Bandera, TX 
830-796-4958 

Hosts:  Bob & Jan Grimes and Doug & Sheryl Wylie 
 
Call to reserve your spot, $43 per night if we get 
10 rigs, otherwise $46 per night. 

June 09-12 Big Chief RV Park  
1420 FM 690, Burnet, TX  
512-793-4746 

Hosts:  Charlie Williams & Doug Wylie 
Call to reserve your spot, $40 Thurs night and $45 
Fri & Sat night 

July 23-29 
International 

Fryeburg, ME International Officers 

August 13 @ 
11:30am 

Mid-Year Luncheon at Black’s BBQ in 
Lockhart TX 

Please let Charlie Williams know if you are going 
and how many in your party by Aug 6th. 

September 15-18 Brazos Valley RV Park  
2190 TX-21, Caldwell, TX  
979-200-3007 

Hosts:  Dave Toy and Joane Ermis 
 
Call to reserve your spot, $35 per night 

October 13-16 Braunig Lake RV Resort 
13550 Donop Rd., Elmendorf, TX  
210-633-3170 

Hosts:  Charlie Williams & Carol Wallace and Doug 
& Sheryl Wylie 
 
Call to reserve your spot, $35 per night 

November 17-20 
Thanksgiving and 
Installation rally 

Schulenburg RV Park 
65 N Kessler Ave, Schulenburg, TX 
78956  
979-743-4388 

Hosts:  Ed & Yvonne Michek and Tim & Ally Ebbers 
 
Email Micheks/Ebbers if you plan to attend.  Each 
night is $35 per site 

December Holiday Luncheon; location TBD  


