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President’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s CornerPresident’s Corner    

 
 

Spring has sprung and its time to 
think about coming to our Region 4 
Computer Rally at the Van Wert, 
Ohio Fairgrounds hosted by George 
Greenway. Hone up your computer 
skills and then join George and 
Rosa Lee who will be leading a caravan to our Region 4 rally in 
Lewisburg, West Virginia. 
 

REGION 4 COMPUTER RALLY May 11-15 Van 
Wert, Ohio 
 
Come join us in Van Wert, Ohio for our Computer Workshop 
no matter what your computer skills or literacy might be.  We 
plan on having fun and learning new techniques from our 
instructors as well as our fellow classmates. Come and meet old 
friends, and who knows, you may meet some new ones! Subjects 
to be covered are beginner to advanced Word processing, 
Spread sheets, Database usage, Systems updating, and internet 
protection, plus much more. High Speed Wireless Internet 
Access will be available both in the class room and at your 
camping site.  
 
If you decide to stay over for our Region 4 Rally the following 
week in Lewisburg, West Virginia, there will be a Caravan  
following the Computer Rally with free parking Sunday and 
Monday nights allowing time for you to explore the area before 
the Rally opens. 
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The Bunker – See It at the Region 4 Rally 

 

 

If you have questions call Dick Greenway at 419-358-8211 or E-mail georgeggr@wmconnect.com  
 

Region 4 Rally May 19-24 Fairgrounds, Lewisburg, West Virginia 
 
“WILD and WONDERFUL” is our theme for the 33rd annual Region 4 Rally that we will be holding in 
Greenbrier County. 
 
Jim Moss, our tour director has been working hard lining up fun 
tours for us while we are visiting this historic area of our country 
that houses quaint small mountain towns and villages that offer a 
unique and relaxed West Virginia experience.  
 
First and foremost is the tour that Jim has lined up to the 
“Bunker” that is housed below the famous “Greenbrier” 
America’s Greatest Resort, located in White Sulphur Springs, a 
facility that was the greatest government secret ever kept. It was 
the former U.S. Senate and House of Representatives Relocation 
Facility in the event of a national emergency. Planned by the 
Eisenhower Administration and built between 1958 and 1961, the 
secrecy of its location was maintained for more than 30 years until 
May 31, of 1992 when The Washington Post published a story 
exposing it. Don’t miss this chance of a lifetime to visit this famous historical site. 
 
 
Following the tour of the Bunker will be a visit to the Federal Fish 
Hatchery, and Monongahela National Forest also located in the 
White Sulphur Springs area. 
 

In the Lewisburg area Jim has 
arranged for us to tour the 
North House Museum, 
Carnegie Hall, the Confederate 
Cemetery, and the John Wesley United Methodist Church. 
 
On Friday you will have a choice of two tours. 
 

Joe Peplinski has volunteered to put together a (Friday only) White Water Rafting Trip on the New 
River. Note: This will not be World Class V+ rapids on the Upper Gauley.  Joe advised me that we will be 
doing  a half day “trial run” on the easier New River and the Rafting outfit has assured him that they 
take 70 year olds and older down the river regularly, so this should be doable for just about anyone in 
our club that wants a touch of adventure! A write up on the White Water Rafting trip on the Lower New 
River is attached. 
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Organ Cave 

 

 
 
 
Jim Moss has arranged a (Friday only) 
trip up to the Cass Railroad, located in 
Cass, West Virginia. This is your chance 
to take a ride up the mountain on an old 
steam engine train that they used to haul 
coal. When you get to the top you will 
have lunch before returning down the 

mountain to travel to Green Bank, West Virginia where you will get to visit the famous National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory. 
 
Ralph Nuckles is scheduling a (Friday only) Golf Outing for all of our Region 4 golfers. Be sure to sign up 
when arriving at the Rally so Ralph will know how many foursomes to line up. 
 
Other interesting sites include Carnegie Hall, located in 
Downtown Lewisburg, the 77 mile Greenbrier River bicycle 
Trail, and West Virginia’s Organ Cave. Our golfer’s will enjoy 
visiting America’s first golf course established in 1884 with 
replica 19th century hickory shafted clubs, where golfers tee off 
with gutta-percha balls from sand tees.  
 
While the Rally officially opens on Wednesday May 20th, Gary 
Auman will be conducting our Leadership Seminar on Tuesday 
morning May 19th.The seminar is designed for all members and 
we encourage your coming and participating.  
 
There will be a catered dinner included in the rally fee on 
Tuesday and Saturday, a catered breakfast on Saturday, and continental breakfasts every morning, 
starting on Wednesday. On Thursday we will have a Dutch treat catered luncheon with speaker Bugs 
Stover entertaining us with funny and frightful ghost stories of West Virginia coal fields.  
 
We have lined up some great entertainment so if you haven’t made your reservations for the Rally please 
do so today, as it is not too late to join in on a great rally and share fun and adventure with good friends. 
 
A Registration form for the Region 4 Rally is attached. 
 

52nd International Rally Madison, Wisconsin June 28-July 4, 2009 
 
Come to the International and you will have a chance to win a 2009 Classic Front Bedroom Airstream 
Trailer and a new ¾ Ton Tow Vehicle including a hitch, or you will have the choice of taking $110,000 in 
cash!  A registration form for the International Rally is attached. 
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Annual Delegates Meeting June 30, 2009 
 
WBCCI International Headquarters recently advised WBCCI Unit Presidents of proposed 
changes to the constitution to be decided at this year's Annual Delegates Meeting. Two proposed 
constitutional amendments and the Report of the 2008-2009 Nominating Committee for International 
Officer and 2009-2010 Nominating Committee positions are included below. 

 
Amendment No.1 
 
The International Board of Trustees proposes to revise the Constitution, Article 
III, to add Vision and Mission Statements reflecting the work of the 2020 Planning Committee. 
 

The Vision Statement would read: 
 
Wally Byam Caravan Club International, Inc. maintains its unique position of strength and visibility 
among recreational vehicle organizations as the recreational vehicle club of choice for Airstream 
owners. 

 

The Mission Statement would read: 
 
Wally Byam Caravan Club International, Inc. is a diverse community of Airstream owners with a 
commitment to Fun, Fellowship and Adventure.  
 

Rationale: 
 
A common theme during 2020 Committee conversations over the past year has been that WBCCI suffers 
from a lack of vision, a strategy to achieve the vision, and a way of providing continuity of management 
in implementing the strategy.  The Committee's first priority has been to create Vision and Mission 
Statements for the organization that provide direction for the future. 
 

Amendment No. 2:  
 
The International Board of Trustees has proposed to amend the Constitution, Article XII, Delegates 
Meeting, Section 4, to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 4 Each Unit shall be represented at the Delegates Meeting by one Delegate or an Alternate. The 
Delegate shall be a Regular Member of the Unit represented; the Alternate may be a Regular Member of 
the Unit represented or an Affiliate Member of the Unit to be represented and a Regular Member of a 
Unit within the same Region as the Unit represented. No Delegate or Alternate may represent more than 
one Unit at the Delegates Meeting. 
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Rationale: 
 
As the cost of travel increases, several of our Units, on the fringes of the North American Continent, 
and several smaller Units have no one in attendance at the International Rally. Thus, their members are 
not represented and votes not cast at the annual Delegates Meeting. A method is needed to provide 
members of Units who do not have a Regular Member in attendance at the International Rally and 
annual Delegates Meeting to cast their votes. This change allows a unit to designate a Regular Member to 
be its Delegate (no change), and also allows an Affiliate Member of the Unit who is a Regular Member of 
a Unit within the same Region to be designated the Alternate Delegate.  Allowing any Affiliate Member of 
a unit to be the Alternate Delegate is unacceptable. It is too easy to become an Affiliate, obtain a 
Delegates credential and know absolutely nothing of the culture of the Unit to be represented and to use 

the authority to support the personal agenda of the Alternate - not necessarily that of the unit's 

members. By requiring that the Alternate Delegate be a Regular Member of a Unit within the same 
Region, there is reasonable expectation that the designated Alternate Delegate will have a familiarity with 
the membership and culture of the represented unit and could, thus, more accurately interpret and vote 
the unit's actual desires if so required. 
 
 
The preceding proposed amendments to the constitution were accompanied by a report of the 
International Constitution and Bylaws Committee. 
 

Nominating Committee Report 
 
The 2008-2009 Nominating Committee will propose the following slate for consideration by the 
Delegates. 
 
International President Tom Collier 
International 1st Vice President Norm Beu 
International 2nd Vice President Barry Heckenswiler 
International 3rd Vice President Don Clark 
International Recording Secretary Anne Werth 
International Treasurer Myron Fischer 
Nominating Committee Roy B. Bernd 
Nominating Committee Don McKelvay 
 
Other candidates for these offices may run from the floor, according to WBCCI Constitution, Article 
XIII, Sec. 5. 
 
Resumes for the above slate of officers are included in the April issue of Blue Beret. 
 
Please be sure to discuss the two amendments and advise your Delegate how to cast the votes for your 
unit. In the event the motions are changed authorize your delegate to use his or her discretion in voting 
on the revised motion with the best interests of your unit in mind. 
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Merit Award Winners 
 
Twelve out of are 14 units have received a Merit Award. The units receiving Merit Awards are as 
follows: 
 
Akron, Ohio-Superior 
Appalachian, West Virginia-Merit 
Auglaize Valley of Ohio-Superior 
Cincinnati, Ohio-Superior 
Cleveland, Ohio-Merit 
Land O Lakes of Ohio-Superior 
Mahoning Valley Ohio Unit-Superior 
Miami Valley Unit of Ohio-Merit 
Michigan Unit, Michigan-Superior 
Mid Eastern Michigan Unit-Superior 
Metro Detroit Michigan Unit, Michigan-
Merit 
Mohican Valley Ohio Unit-Superior 
 

FAREWELL TO OUR REGION 4 FRIENDS 
                                                                                          
All good things must come to an end. Sandy and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you. This 
certainly has been a wonderful experience for us and we want to thank all of you for making this journey 
a memorable one. We are very proud of the folks in Region 4 and have enjoyed the warm relationship we 
have developed with each of you. Please be sure to give John Turner and Karin Kurkowski the support 
you have given us. We will see you down the road.   
 
 
Bill (JJ) & Sandy JohnjulioBill (JJ) & Sandy JohnjulioBill (JJ) & Sandy JohnjulioBill (JJ) & Sandy Johnjulio 

 
 

    
Win a New Airstream!Win a New Airstream!Win a New Airstream!Win a New Airstream!    
 
International President Jerry Larson announced a new 
contest to be held at the 2009 International Rally in 
Madison Wisconsin.  The Prize?  A brand new Airstream 
Classic trailer and ¾ Ton Ford or Dodge tow vehicle – 

approximate value $100, 00$100, 00$100, 00$100, 000!  0!  0!  0!  Attendees at the 

International will receive tickets they scratch off to determine the winner.  Check your Blue Beret for 
details. 
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MembeMembeMembeMembershiprshiprshiprship    
Membership Types 
 
Do you know there are several types of membership? In fact, there are four types of ways you can join 
our great club. Can you guess what they are? Well, here they are: 
 
Regular: This is the most popular. You and I are probably this type of 
member. This member belongs to a local unit, pays International and unit 
dues. They can be an officer in their local unit. Of course, they have 
voting rights through their unit. They can vote for unit officers, vote on 
motions that affects the unit and can vote for motions that come before 
the delegate’s meeting at the International rally.  
 
Affiliate: I’m sure there are several in your unit. You might even be an 
affiliate member of another unit. These members have all the rights of the 
unit except they cannot be an officer and cannot vote for International 
motions as a member of your unit. They do have voting rights on issues 
that affect the unit.  These members want to be an affiliate of a unit because they want to be a part of 
your unit for various reasons. Don’t forget to include these members in special activities that your unit 
might have ie, wine and cheese parties, unit luncheon or dinners at the Regional rally and the 
International rally. They really want to be a part of your fun.   
 
Life Members: We have several of these in our unit. These members really enjoy our great club and want 
to be a member forever. They are a member of a local unit, have voting rights on motions that affect their 
unit plus can vote for motions that come before the delegate’s meeting.  They can only vote in the unit 
where they paid their life membership. Some members, for example, pay their life membership in a 
Texas or Florida unit and are affiliates of a Northern unit. They must vote in the Texas unit unless they 
get their membership moved to the Northern unit. They pay a onetime “lump sum” amount for their 
International membership but must pay the unit dues each year. They also get a discount on the 
International rally fee.  
 
Members-at-large. These members are regular members. They pay dues each year of $70.00. These dues 
are paid to WBCCI at Jackson Center. They do not belong to a unit. They have all the rights of 
membership except they do not have voting rights. These are the members that we want to invite to join 
one of our local units.  
See there are many options on ways to get members to join our club. Which works best for you? Which 
would you recommend to new members? I’m going to leave that decision up to each of you.  Just 
remember to be on the outlook for new members. Just think of all the good reasons to join our great club. 
Just remember all the fun, adventure and fellowship you have had as a member. 
 
Hey, don’t forget to come to the Region Rally in Lewisburg WV. I am conducting a leadership seminar 
on Tuesday May 19th. This seminar is not only for officers but all the membership. Come for the seminar 
and we will have a good time. I’m looking forward to seeing you at the seminar this year.  
 
Gary Auman                                                                                                                                  Region 4 
Membership Chairman 
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1111stststst Vice President’s Message Vice President’s Message Vice President’s Message Vice President’s Message 

 
Hello from Michigan 
  
 Well spring has finally arrived in Michigan. We saw our first robin 
last week and we've had a couple of days of sunshine. Of course it is 
still cold out, and it won't warm up until May.  

 
All kidding aside it’s been great to have a little bit 
of warmth so we can start getting ready to travel 
again. We had the trailer in Jackson Center for a 
few minor repairs brought it home a few weeks 
ago, and now we are getting it packed and washed 

up on the inside and outside. Once that's done we will be good to go. 
 
We will start out in April doing some unit rallies and then on to the computer rally in Van Wert, and 
then the Region 4 Rally in WV. It’s going to be a good one so I hope you have your money sent in. As I 
said in the last issue of the newsletter we hope to do a few more unit rallies than we have in the past. The 
unit rallies are what keep this club going. So you members that haven't gone to one for awhile. Pick one 
that sounds good and sign up. They are well worth it. 
 
Well it is time to get back to cleaning or I'll never get the Airstream ready to travel. Karen and I hope to 
see you on the road soon. Safe travels. 
  
John and Karen Turner 
1st Vice President 
Region 4 
 

Region Rally CaravansRegion Rally CaravansRegion Rally CaravansRegion Rally Caravans    
Several units have reported plans to caravan to the Region Rally in Lewisburg: 
 
Computer Rally Caravan.  Members attending the Region 4 Computer rally will caravan from Van Wert 
to the Region Rally.  Contact Region 4 President William Johnjulio for details. 
 
Akron Unit.  Leaving Canton on May 17th and going straight through to Lewisburg.  The caravan will be 
led by Ron Swan.  Contact Akron President Gary Auman for details. 
 
Mahoning Valley Ohio Unit.  The caravan will depart from Canfield and take two days.  There will be a 
layover the first night in the Weston, WV area.  The caravan will be led by Jim Harris.  Contact MVOU 
President Eileen White for details. 
 



 February 2009 http://Region4.wbcci.net  Volume 2   Issue 3 

 2009 WBCCI Region 4 Rally 

WHITE WATER RAFTING TRIP 

   
 

Join us as the 2009 Region 4 Rally adds a new optional activity: 

White Water Rafting on the Lower New River! 
 

We are planning a trip suitable for first-timers and experienced rafters alike.  We will be on the water for 2 to 3 
hours, enough to get a taste of rafting, but not long enough to tire you out.  Rapids will range from Class II to 
Class IV+ (on a scale of I to VI).  We will also float under the famous New River Gorge Bridge!  The trip will 
run rain or shine, because you are going to get wet anyway.   After we get off the water, there will be showers 

and changing rooms to allow you to get out of your wet clothes.  Box Lunches will be provided. 
 

 Who: Anyone ages 12 to 70+ 
 What: Lower New River Half Day Express white water rafting trip 
 Where: North American River Runners, Hico, WV (www.narr.com) 
 When: The morning of Friday, May 22nd, 2009 
 Why: Because it’s Fun!!! 
 How: A bus will transport us to and from the rafting site 
 How Much: $80 per person (plus optional wetsuit rental, if desired) 

 

Wetsuits will be available to rent at check-in, if you desire.  Partial suits will be $10 and full suits will be $15.  
Wetsuit recommendation will depend upon the weather on the day of the trip, but are a personal choice. 

 

Pre-Registration and Pre-Payment are required for this event.   

Registration & Payment Deadline:  Friday, May 8th, 2009 
(After this date we will put you on a waiting list in case of cancellations or additional spots opening up.) 

 

To register for this activity or request additional information, please contact: 

Joe Peplinski, WBCCI #5533,  

248-420-4512 (cell) or  kodiak66joe@wowway.com 
 

Payment will need to be made directly to NARR at 800-950-2585, ext. 309 or ask for Natalie. 
(Credit Cards are preferred, but checks can also be mailed in if desired.) 

 
Disclaimer:  White Water Rafting presents some risk of falling out of the boat, but you will be wearing a life 

jacket and helmet in case it does happen.  The risk on this trip is small, but there are no guarantees. 
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Region 4Region 4Region 4Region 4 Airstream Airstream Airstream Airstream Dealers Dealers Dealers Dealers    
 
Here are the Airstream dealers in or very close to our area in Region 4.  If you know of a dealer that is 
not listed, please email their name and location to region4@wbcci.net. 
 

 
 
 
 

Woodland Travel Center 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
 
Woodland is a locally owned dealership that dates to 1966.  They feature 
a 23,000 square foot facility surrounded by a 5 acre sales and service lot, 
offers a 5000 square foot parts and accessories store, 6,000 square foot 
indoor showroom and a 12,000 square foot service area.  Woodland 
carries multiple brands of campers and RV’s and has also added a line of 
scooters.  You can check them out at http://www.woodtravel.com/  
 

 
Holland Motor Homes of Holland, Michigan, is one of the oldest RV 
dealerships in the United States. It was founded by Martin Dykstra in 
1970. Martin built his foundation on customer respect... before and 
after the sale.  Holland deals mainly in Motor Homes and includes the 
Airstream Interstate line.  Their service area includes overnight 
hookups for customers as well as a large accessories store.  Find them 
on the internet at http://www.holland-motorhomes.com/  
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Nature & Me RV is located in Traverse City, Michigan.  Their goal at Nature and Me RV is to make 
"happy campers” out of every customer they meet and stock Airstream and Fleetwood products.  Not 
only do they sell but they also have factory trained and state licensed RV technicians with 6 service bays 
to service any needs that arise. Their parts department service manager with 10 years experience will 
assist you with your needs.  You will find their web page at:  http://www.natureandmerv.com/  
 
 

    
Dave Arbogast Rv in Troy, Ohio is one of the Largest Boat and RV dealers in the country.  Whether 
you're searching for a new or used motorhome or watercraft, researching financing options, or looking 
for a quick quote on a Class A, Class B, Class C, Travel Trailer, 5th Wheel or watercraft; our friendly, 
professional sales staff is ready to provide you will all the help you need.  Located in Ohio, but ready to 
delivery all over the United States.  The dealership features the Interstate class B Airstream.  Check their 
web page at: http://www.rvandboatdepot.com/airstream.htm  
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Carl & Alex, Technicians 

 

 

Jack Fedorak, Manager 

 

    
    
    
    
    
    

    
Jim May Auto/RV in Findlay, Ohio has been in business since 1988.  
They feature several lines of RV’s and prominently list Airstream 
trailers, the Interstate Class B, and the BaseCamp.  Their service 
facility includes 6 RV bays and they are able to handle big rigs.  You 
can find them on the web at: http://www.jimmayrv.com/  
 
 

   
Not technically in Region 4, Airstream of Western PA is just across 
the border in Pennsylvania and has been a strong supporter of Region 
4 activities.  They supplied the demo units for the 2008 Region Rally 
and had Alex and Carl, Airstream technicians, on site.  Airstream of 
Western PA is a full service Airstream dealership offering excellent 
service with a team of technicians that have over 60 years of 
experience working on Airstream products. A facility fully equipped 

to handle any and all rv service including colision repairs. Outside 
storage is available at $35.00 per month. Airstream of Western PA is a 
full line dealership with both Airstream Travel Trailers and Class B 
Vans, and they are the only Airstream dealer in Pennsylvania.  They 
are on the web at: http://www.airstreamwpa.com/  
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Dates to Note for 2009Dates to Note for 2009Dates to Note for 2009Dates to Note for 2009 

 

May 11-15, 2009  

Computer Rally  

Fairgrounds  

Van Wert, Ohio 

 

June 29, 2009 

Region 4 Luncheon 

Elks Club 

Madison, WI 

May 19, 2009 

Region 4 Leadership Training 

West Virginia State Fairgrounds 

Lewisburg, West Virginia 

Contact W. “JJ” Johnjulio 
 

August 12 - 16, 2009 

Michigan State Rally 

Ionia Michigan 

Chairman; Maury Runyan 

May 19 - 25, 2009 

Region 4 Rally 

Fairgrounds 

Lewisburg, West Virginia 

Contact W. “JJ” Johnjulio 

 

September 26 - October 3, 2009 

Swiss Festival National Rally 

Sugarcreek, Ohio 

Paul Yahn 

 

    
    
    
Michigan State RallyMichigan State RallyMichigan State RallyMichigan State Rally 

 
The 13th annual Michigan State Rally will take place at the fairgrounds in Ionia, Michigan.  The rally is 
sponsored by all three of the Michigan Units and will take place August 12 to 16.  A variety of tours will 
include the historic district in Ionia.  Early parking is available on August 11th at the fairgrounds located 
on the banks of the Grand River.  Ionia is located about six miles north of I-69 on M-66.  For more 
information or to register you may contact Bernie Los, 956-357-4991, or Maury Runyan, 810-245-0914. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parking for early workers, officers, and anyone who likes to come early at no extra charge 
on Monday May18th, after 12:00 noon.  Leadership Training May 19th, 2009. 
 

Water & Electric Dump Site Flea Market 
Breakfasts Tours Golf 
Line Dancing 2 Dinners  Crafts 
Seminars Popcorn Hobby Show 
Hospitality Ice Cream Games 
               Entertainment         Sunday Worship 

 

Name:   Spouse:   

Address:   City:  State:  

Zip Code:  Phone:  Email:  

Membership #:  Unit:  Unit No:  

Vintage Parking   Handicapped Parking   # in Party:  
 

Rally Fees: (Before April 1, 2009) (April 1, 2009 and After)  

2 Persons $175.00 $185.00  

1 Person $125.00 $135.00  

Extra Adult $35.00 $40.00  

No Charge Under 5 Total:  

 

Please check date you plan to arrive:  Mon., May 18  Tues., May 19  Wed., May 20 or later  
(If coming in Friday or later, please check with Bill (JJ) Johnjulio for pro-rated fee.) 
Parking Mon after 12pm and until 5, Tues. 8-5, Wed and Thu. 10-12 and 3-5 
 
Information: Bill (JJ) & Sandy Johnjulio  Make check payable to: Region 4 WBCCI 
April to Jan: 814-484-7221    Mail to: Maury Runyan, Treasurer Region 4 
Jan-Apr Cell: 216-533-1752 1469 Trackwood Drive 
Email: flintlocksbyjj@aol.com  Lapeer, MI  48446  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

2009 WBCCI Corporate Sponsor 
 



 

  

 

2009 WBCCI Corporate Sponsor 
 



 
 


