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Message from our Incoming President 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to wish all of  you a happy and healthy 2024.  We have an exciting 
year planned that includes rallies in the usual places and places weõve not 
gone to before.  Our rally schedule includes the locations that many of  you 
enjoy, like -- Jackson Rancheria, Costanoa and of  course Bodega Bay -- and 
new locations, like Lake Camanche near Ione and Coachland in Truckee.  
We are also having a joint rally with the Northern California Airstream Club 
at the McCloud RV Park north of  Redding, near Mt. Shasta.   

 

As most of  you know, the Sacramento Valley Airstream Club (SVAC) works 
closely with the Greater Bay Area Airstream Club (GBAAC) to share the 
planning for the following yearõs rallies.  The vice-presidents in each club 
determine the overall schedule (which club will plan the rally, for which 
month) and then search for an appropriate location and contact the various 
RV parks to  schedule.  We do our best to get input from all of  you to  
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 determine  a rally schedule that will be enjoyed by members in both 
clubs.  As vice -president of  SVAC in 2023, I had the pleasure to work 
with GBAACõs vice-president, Eleanor McFarlin, on planning our 2024 
rally schedule.  Our new vice -presidents, Carol Launderville, SVAC and 
Jennifer Peatman, GBAAC, have already started planning the 2025 rally 
schedule!  Each rally has a host or two who plan the rally activities, 
(like golfing, hiking, tours, games, wine tasting, and meals).  We need 
volunteers to host the rallies and help with the planning.  If  you are in-
terested in hosting a rally, please volunteer.  If  you are new to rally 
hosting, we will pair you with an experienced host.   

 

In addition to attending rallies and planning the 2025 rally schedule, 
there are administrative tasks that the SVAC board will be working on 
in 2024.  For instance, our club by -laws and constitution are sorely out 
of  date and need to be updated.  A subcommittee of  the board will re-
vise these documents.  In addition, our board, along with the other 
boards in Region 12, will participate in planning the activities for the re-
gional rally.  As of  this writing, the 2024 Region 12 rally is planned for 
September in Bishop, but there is some discussion about moving the 
rally, if  a large enough venue can be located and secured.  More on that 
as we hear from the Region 12 planning committee.  

 

2024 will be a busy and exciting, and I look forward to seeing all of  you 
throughout the year!  I also hope to get your feedback and ideas on 
both upcoming rallies and future rallies.   

 

Happy New Year!  

 

James Goldstene  

SVAC President  

Amateur Radio Call Sign: AE6JG  

 

 

 

 

2024 SVAC Officers and  

Committee Members  

¶ James Goldstene, President  
¶ Carol Launderville, Vice President  
¶ Jonarde Raab, Treasurer  
¶ Susan McKellar, Secretary  
¶ Roberta Peeples, Membership  
¶ Roger Peeples, Webmaster  
¶ Sandi Deutchman, Newsletter  
 
Club Bylaws Revision Committee :  
Carol Launderville, Susan McKellar, 
Roberta Peeples,  and  Jonarde Raab  
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A Farewell Message from our Past President  

 

Hello Sacramento Valley Airstream Club (SVAC) Members and Affiliates:    

 

I hope you are doing well and having lovely holidays!   I want to express my 
gratitude to everyone who has helped me in my year as President of  Sac-
ramento Valley Airstream Club.   It has been a real honor.   We have had 
some amazing rallies this year visiting some favorite places and camping 
in some new places as well as joining with our sister club Greater Bay Ar-
ea Airstream Club at their rallies.   We have several new members who are 
enthusiastic in joining in at rallies.   I feel like we have had a very success-
ful year.    

 

I am looking forward to the 2024 rallies our new president James Gold-
stene has in store for us.   I know they are looking for hosts and co -hosts 
for some rallies so don't be shy!!!!    

 

One rally to look forward to in 2024 is a joint rally with the NorCal Club 
planned for September 4th -8th.   This rally will be 50 Airstreams (25 Nor-
Cal-25, SVAC, GBAAC) so when you see announcement, sign up early.    

 

Thanks again and hope to see you soon,  

Melanie and Chris Harvey  

 

 

All of  the SVAC members and affiliates want to 

thank Melanie Harvey and all of  her officers for 

a great 2023!  Melanieõs enthusiasm and lead-

ership are greatly appreciated by all.  Thank 

you for a  òJob Well Doneó.  
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Costanoa Rally  

October 12th ñ16th, 2023  

Hosts:  Chris Martindill and  

Eleanor McFarlin  

The Greater Bay Area Airstream Club hosted another fun filled rally at 
Costanoa.  It is an eco -adventure resort located in Pescadero, California,    
Pescadero was established in 1856 and by the 1890s the town was 
know as an excellent trout fishing location which helped establish it as 
a booming seaside resort.  

Visitors who braved the grueling mountain stage crossing to Pescadero 
in the late 19th century found vine -covered lodgings in Sarah Swan-
ton's hotel and happy "gem" hunting at Pebble Beach.    At first glance 
Pescadero looks like many small American towns but there is one sig-
nificant difference.  It has no Main Street.  Instead all of  the commerce 
is on Stage Road, which runs through the town. Years ago, Pescadero 
was on the main road along the coast, and stage coaches brought hun-
dreds of  visitors to the area.  Pescadero has the oldest surviving 
Protestant Church on the Peninsula. Built in the classical revival style 
in 1867, it was declared a state historical landmark in 1984.   
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Early Pescadero was a rough and tumble place, with many settlers 
drawn west for the gold rush settling in the coastal area that remind-
ed them of  New England.  

The early townspeople were farmers and ranchers, and later were 
joined by fishermen and lumberjacks, supplying lumber to rebuild 
San Francisco after the Great Earthquake of  1906. Later, Pescadero 
became a vacation destination for people from San 
Francisco, being a one day stagecoach ride from the 
city.   

 

The early visitors stopped at Duarteõs Tavern estab-
lished in 1894 by Frank Duarte.  The original tavern 
served as a saloon and barbershop.  They began offer-
ing food and in 1930õs they introduced their legendary 
pies and in the 1960õs they introduced cream of arti-
choke soup.   Duarteõs is family owned.  There was a fire in the town 
in 1920õs and the only original item in the tavern 
is the bar.     

The town also has a famous lighthouse, Pigeon 
Point Lighthouse, which opened in 1872.  It is 
one of  the tallest lighthouses in America.   
There have been several ships that have 
crashed on the rocky coast near the lighthouse.  
The lighthouse gets its name from the ship, the 
Carrier Pigeon that got confused in the fog and 
crashed on the rocky bottom in 1853.  The ship 
and its cargo were destroyed but all of  the crew 
escaped.  The worst wreck occurred in August 
1929, when the tanker, S.C.T. Dodd collided 
with the San Juan passenger ship.  Seventy -five 
people died and only one child, Hollis Lee Pifer, age 6, survived.      

The rally began on Thursday, October 12th.  Campers began to arrive 
in the afternoon.  The group kicked off  the rally with a Happy Hour to 
mingle with the other campers.  Everyone had dinner on their own 
and meetup after dinner to enjoy a campfire.  
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On Friday, October 13th campers were able to enjoy on their own the 
many activities Costanoa has to offer (e.g. hiking, biking, kayaking, horse-
back riding, yoga classes, bird watching, stargazing, wine tasting, and tie
-dye workshops).  The Happy Hour on Friday was a Boxed Wine Tasting 
Delight.  Campers were asked to bring an open mind and think inside the 
box!  At the wine tasting, campers were asked to bring an appetizer to 
share for a light dinner or have dinner on your own.  On Saturday, Octo-
ber 14th campers could enjoy the activities at Costanoa or drive to Santa 
Cruz, which is 24 miles south on Highway 1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the afternoon campers could gath-
er to make pico de gallo.  All you needed 
to bring was a sharp knife, a cutting 
board and be ready to chop.  Everyone 
was invited to attend the no host Happy 
Hour.  Immediately following the Happy 
Hour was a Mexican -themed Potluck Din-
ner where campers provided yummy Mex-
ican food to share, chips and pico de gal-
lo were provided in addition to cookies.  
After dinner campers spent time mingling 
by the campfires.    

 

 

 

Watching the Elephant Seals!  

Boxed wine tasting!  

Making Pico de Gallo!  
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On Sunday, October 15th campers drove 25 miles north to Half  Moon Bay 
and attended the Half  Moon Bay Art and Pumpkin Festival.  The festival of-
fers food, music, and pumpkins.  Participants could carpool or drive on 
their own.  One of  the Greater Bay Area Airstream Club members, Jill 
Impink, a Half  Moon Bay local, has a booth at the Festival selling her spe-
cial ooch -centric goodies.  That evening there was another no host Happy 
Hour followed by dinner on your own.  After dinner campers joined for the 
final campfire.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, October 16th campers packed up and said goodbye until the 
next fun filled rally.   

   

 

 

Enjoying the tide pools!  
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Bodega Bay Installation Rally  

November 9th ñ13th, 2023  

Host:  Jennifer Peatman  

 

 

 

 

The Greater Bay Area Airstream Group hosted a rally at Bodega Bay RV 
Park.  The RV Park has been owned and operated by the Adams family 
since 1967.  Bodega Bay is a shallow, rocky  inlet  of  the  Pacific Ocean  on 
the coast of  northern  California .  It is approximately 5  miles across and 
is located approximately 40  miles northwest of  San Francisco  and 
20 miles west of  Santa Rosa . The bay straddles the boundary be-
tween  Sonoma County  to the north and  Marin County  to the south. The 
bay is a marine habitat used for navigation, recreation (including swim-
ming and surfing), and commercial and sport fishing.  

Bodega Bay is protected on its north end from the Pacific Ocean 
by Bodega Head , which shelters the small  Bodega Harbor  and is sepa-
rated from the main bay by a  jetty .  The Coast Miwok  Native Ameri-
cans  lived on the shores of Bodega Bay and were the townõs first docu-
mented residents. There is speculation that Bodega Bay may have 
been  Sir Francis Drake 's Nova Albion  landing location on the California 
coast.  The first documented Europeanõs that charted Bodega Bay were 
the Spaniards.  Bodega Bay is named after  Juan 
Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, who explored the 
area in 1775.  The bay that was originally named for 
him was not the present day Bodega Bay, but 
Tomales Bay. His ship, the  Sonora , never saw the 
entrance to (the present day) Bodega Harbor or 
knew of  the lagoon to the north.  He planned to re-
turn and establish a colony and a mission but it was 
decided, that the location was not ideal.  

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Juan_Francisco_de_la_Bodega_y_Quadra.jpg
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The first Russians to see Bodega Bay came in 1807 
from the  Russian -American Company  (RAC).  They 
came aboard the Peacock  hunting ship. They re-
turned to Alaska and reported on the area that they 
found.    When they returned to Bodega Bay in 1809 
on the Kodiak they surveyed the area to establish a 
settlement with temporary buildings to house the 
ship's crew.   

The Kodiak  remained in Bodega Bay until October, 1809.  When the 
ship returned to Alaska they had more than 2,000 sea otter pelts.   They 
reported that Bodega Bay had abundant fur bearing mammals, fish, 
timber and tillable lands. When they returned to Bodeg Bay they estab-
lished a permanent settlement in the area. In 1811,they returned 
aboard the  Chirikov, but found fewer otters. Three American ships 
were also operating in the area from a base in Drake's Bay, sending 
hunters into San Francisco Bay and the surrounding bays.  

The RAC returned to present day Bodega Harbor aboard the Chirikov 
on March 15, 1812.  During 1812 Fort Ross  was built it was located 
about 20  miles south.   

Russian chart of  Fort Ross to Bodega Bay, 1817 -18. Bodega Harbor 
and Bay appear in the upper right.  On the return trip they found that 
the otter population was scarce and that numerous American and Brit-
ish hunters were also hunting otters there.  Fort Ross then became the 
permanent Russian settlement.  By 1817 the sea otter population was 
practically eliminated by international over -hunting.  The earliest Euro-

pean structures in Bodega Bay were built by RAC 
(wharf, warehouse and barracks).       

After the  MexicanðAmerican War  and the 
1848  Mexican Cession  Bodega Bay became an 
United States territory. It remained an active har-
bor for shipping lumber until the 1870s, when 
the  North Pacific Coast Railroad  was built, by-
passing the coast in favor of  a more inland route.  

Bodega Bay is also famous for being the setting 
for the 1963  Alfred Hitchcock  horror film, òThe 
Birdsó starred  Rod Taylor , Tippi  
Hedren  and  Suzanne Pleshette . 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chart_of_a_section_of_the_coast_of_Northwest_America_from_Fortress_Ross_to_Point_Great_Bodega.tif
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The rally kicked off  on Thursday, November 9, 2023 at Wayne and Jill 
Impinkõs campsite for a Happy Hour to celebrate Wayneõs birthday! It 
was a great time to meet new friends and get reacquainted with old 
friends.  Dinner on Thursday night was on your own.  After dinner 
campers met to join the host for a campfire.  

On Friday, November 10, 2023, campers were asked to join 
Jen and Tom Peatman for a no host lunch at Fishetarian Fish 
Market for some of  the best fish tacos, fish and chips or 
clam chowder around! Campers were able to explore the 
Bodega Bay area on their own in the morning and afternoon.  
Another fun filled Happy Hour was held in the club house.  
Followed by a BYB (Bring Your Best) Potluck.  Everyone was 
able to enjoy the best dishes each camper makes.  Yummy!   

 

The group surprised Ken Bechtel with a surprise birthday cake.  After 
dinner the Sacramento Valley Airstream group led a Chickenfoot Tour-
nament.   
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On Saturday, November 11, 2023 campers were able to 
explore the many activities that the area has to offer on 
their own.  In the afternoon Mike Blom led a white wine 
tasting.  There was another Happy Hour in the Club 
House to allow for more mingling, which was followed 
by an Airstream Family Thanksgiving Buffet (turkey, 
scalloped potatoes, cranberries and all the fixings, with 

pie for dessert.  After dinner both the Greater Bay Area Airstream Club  
and the Sacramento Valley Airstream  Club had an Installation Ceremo-
ny for their new officers.  Campers enjoyed campfires after dinner and 
the Installation of  Officers.  
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On Sunday, November 12, 2023, campers woke up to enjoy a Bloody 
Mary Morning led by Ross and Linda Bauer, which is a Sunday morn-
ing rally tradition.  Campers during the day were able to enjoy more 
of the areaõs many activities.  That evening there was another Happy 
Hour followed by dinner on your own, and campfires.   

 

On Monday, November 13, 2023 campers said goodbye to their fellow 
campers until the next rally.  
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The Greater Bay Area Airstream Club hosted a Feliz Navidad Rally at 
Black Oak Casino RV Park December 14th ñ16th, 2023.  Black Oak Casi-
no is located in the city of  Tuolumne.  Like many towns in the Sierra Foot-
hills Tuolumne is known for a history of  logging operations. Remnants of  
logging railroads are still present today.   The area's first non -Indian set-
tlers, was the Franklin Summers family, who arrived in 1854 and built a 
log cabin here.  From 1856 through 1857 the area experienced the East 
Belt Placer Gold Rush.  In 1858, James Blakely discovered the first 
quartz lode here and named it 'Eureka.' The mine became the nucleus of  
the town of  Summersville, which was later called Carters and finally be-
came Tuolumne. Other mining towns lively in the gold rush days were 
Long Gulch, two miles south, and Cherokee, two miles north.   

Several entrepreneurs in the 1970s attempted to bring tourism to Tu-
olumne using the areas railroad history.  Unfortunately, both ventures 
failed.  The Tuolumne Band of  Me -Wuk Indians, is headquartered in Tu-
olumne.   The tribe contributed to new growth in the city 
with revenues from the Black Oak Casino, which is owned 
and operated by the Tuolumne Band.    

Tuolumne is the birthplace of  the Vaudevillian performer 
and hipster comedian  Lord Buckley, born Richard Myrle 
Buckley, April 5, 1906, died November 12, 1960.  In 1951, 
scenes of the western, òHigh Noonó, starring Gary 
Cooper, were filmed in Tuolumne   Cooper  went to St. Jo-
seph's Church to solicit help from the townspeople for the 
movie.  

 

Feliz Navidad Rally  

Black Oak Casino RV Park  

December 14 ñ16, 2023  

Hosts:  Jason and Andrea Grendahl and  

Darrin and Serena Lopez  
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Some campers checked in early on Wednesday, December 13th with 
more campers joining them on Thursday December 14th.  The camp-
ers who arrived early had self -organized happy hours, dinner and 
activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, December 15th Alex, a service 
technician from Bay Area Airstream hosted 
a Question and Answer presentation from 
10:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Campers were treat-
ed to lunch from Bay Area Airstream.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 5:30 pm campers gathered for a combined happy hour and pot-
luck.  After dinner campers sat by campfires to get acquainted and 
spend time with friends.    

 

 

 

The first Happy Hour!  

A sea of  silver!  
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On Saturday, December 16th at 8:00 am 
campers enjoyed a continental breakfast.  
At 1:00 pm there was a veggie chopping 
party where campers were put to work 
chopping the veggies for pico de gallo that 
will be used for dinner.   

At 1:30 pm Mike Blom led a sparkling wine 
tasting and education.  There was an array 
of  sparkling wines that campers would 
taste and learn about.  Happy Hour would 
start at 4:30 pm with a Tortilla Chip Bar din-
ner followed with a Taco Bar.  Campers felt 
the spirit of  a Feliz Navidad.   
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