
м 

THE GOLDEN NUGGET  

 

THE NEWSLETTER  OF THE  

 

SACRAMENTO VALLEY AIRSTREAM CLUB (SVAC)  

WBCCI, Region 12, Unit 008  

 

https://airstreamclub.org/sacramento -valley  

 

Message from our President 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sacramento Valley Airstream Club Members and Associates,  

 

I hope this message finds you all well and that you are looking forward to 
our upcoming rallies.  I wanted to take a moment to share the journey my 
wife and I embarked on in January to visit our daughter and see the Califor-
nia coast.  

We started our journey South, overnighting in Bakersfield at the Orange 
Grove RV Park, and then headed to Los Angeles the next day to the Holly-
wood RV park.  If  you ever need a place to stay in LA, we highly recommend 
this funky, hip, and well -run park.  We visited family for a few days then 
headed to San Diego to visit our daughter and her two Huskies.  

From there, we went North to Ventura, staying at the Waypoint Ventura RV 
park, which is a charming vintage trailer only park.  They have a variety of  
vintage trailers converted to rooms with patios and several spaces set  
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aside for those traveling with their Airstreams or other vintage trailers.  

Next, we ventured to Flying Flags Avila Beach, where our campground 
boasted excellent views of  the ocean from the terraced bluff  that the 
park sits on.  We spent four days there exploring the area and enjoying 
the great weather while the rest of  California was inundated with 
storms.  

We then caravanned to the GBAAC/SBAC rally at Marina Dunes.  At this 
point the weather caught up with us, but it wasnõt too bad, just a little 
drizzle.  One of  the highlights of  this rally was touring the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium.  It was great to catch up with everyone at the rally and a 
wonderful way to start 2024.   

In the end we were gone a little over two weeks, saw family, made new 
friends, and recruited new SVAC members!  

Jami and I would love to hear about your Airstream adventures, and we 
hope to see you at the rallies.  Remember to keep an eye out for upcom-
ing rally announcements throughout the year and reach out to me if  
you have any questions.  

 

 

 

 

Save the Date!  

Have you dreamed of  attending 

a rally with over a hundred other 

Airstreamers.  Well,  you got 

your wish.  The 2024 Region 12 

Rally will be held at the Tahoe 

Valley Campground on Septem-

ber 11th ñ15th, 2024.  More in-

formation will follow later in the 

spring, including pricing, regis-

tration, rally schedule and sug-

gested points of  interest.    
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Marina Dunes Rally  

January 18th ñ21st, 2024  

Host:  Mark Leonard  

The Greater Bay Area Airstream Club kicked off  the New Year with 

hosting a  fun filled rally at Marina Dunes.  It is one of  the best -

located Monterey Bay RV parks, situated near the ocean and close to 

everything the area has to offer.    

William Locke -Paddon a Real Estate Salesman from San Francisco-

founded the town of  Marina in 1913 after he purchased 1,500 acres  

of  land to subdivide.  The city's history is intertwined with Fort Ord 

which was used since the  MexicanðAmerican War . Major growth on 

the base took place in 1938 with the first joint Army and Navy maneu-

vers held there in 1940.  Fort Ord was decommissioned  in 1991, and 

closed in 1994.  After Fort Ord closed,  California State University, 

Monterey Bay , opened  and the barracks were transformed into dor-

mitories.   As a result of  the base closure, some of  the last undevel-

oped natural wildlands on the Monterey Peninsula are now overseen 

by the  Bureau of  Land Management (BLM) , including 86 miles of  

trails for the public to explore on foot, bike or horseback.  In 2012, 

President  Barack Obama  designated 14,000 acres of  the closed base 

as a national monument  managed by the BLM.   

The city of  Marina is wonderfully diverse, overflowing with options for  
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food and drink, culture, and adventure. Marina's vast stretches of  

dunes and rolling hills make it a world -class destination for outdoor en-

thusiasts. You can comfortably explore  Fort Ord Dunes State Park  on 

the site of  the historic military base.  It is now home to local flora and 

fauna.  Unlike most of  the other coastal cities in California, Marina's 

coastline remains undeveloped and it has protected rare species   

of  butterflies,  buckwheat, and  sea lettuce.  You can hike or bike 

through Marinaõs rolling hills, oak woodlands, and pockets of chaparral 

at  Fort Ord National Monument, which extends into Marina and offers 

more than 86 miles of  serene trails and panoramic vistas.    

 

When itõs time to refuel, there are more than 30 locally owned restau-

rants representing Marinaõs diverse ethnic make-up, with choices like 

Vietnamese, Mexican, Japanese, Hawaiian, and more. If  you are thirsty 

you can check out Marinaõs Urban Wine Row where various wineries in 

Marinaõs business district have open tasting rooms on select Saturdays 

to showcase their bounty in a fun, friendly setting.  

 

The rally began with campers arriving on Thursday, January 18th.  Af-

ter everyone was checked in, a Happy Hour was held in the Club House 

where campers could meet new friends and reacquaint with old 

friends.  Dinner was held after the Happy Hour with everyone having 

dinner on their own.  Campers enjoyed the beautiful California coast 

sitting by campfires after dinner.  

 

On Friday, January 19th campers woke up early and had donuts and 

muffins in the Club House.  Interested campers set off  in carpools to 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  After they enjoyed all of  the wonderful 

sites the aquarium had to offer they enjoyed a late lunch in Monterey.  

Campers met for another fun Happy Hour, followed by dinner on your 

own.  Everyone met back up after dinner and were treated with an 

evening of  games and campfires.    
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On Saturday, January 20th, campers met for a hike to the beach and 

flew their own kites.  Mike Blom led another educational wine tasting 

class in the afternoon.  Campers were able  to taste after dinner 

wines.  The class was followed by a Happy Hour in the Club House.  

Dinner was a Bring your Best Potluck.  Everyone has one special 

dish that everyone loves for them to make.  Well that was the dish 

that each of  our campers brought to the potluck  A door prize was 

provided at the dinner by Christopher Cooper, owner of  the Airboard 

Shop, https://airboardshop.com/.  After dinner, campers enjoyed a 

final campfire.   

 

On Sunday, January 21st, campers packed up and said their good-

byes until the next fun adventure.  
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Point Pinos Lighthouse 1855, Pacific Grove  
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Happy Hour!  
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Even the Airstream dogs love a good pawty.   
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