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The rally and camping season is well underway, and I hope that you've been 
enjoying the outdoors and the camaraderie that travelling in your Airstream 
offers.  It was great to see many of  you at the Comanche Lake Rally in April 
and I look forward to seeing you at more rallies throughout the year.  

 

The Sacramento Valley Airstream Club (SVAC) plans rallies jointly with the 
Greater Bay Area Airstream Club (GBAAC).  Believe it or not we are already 
well into planning for the 2025 camping season. Carol Launderville, our 
Vice President has been working with Mike Blom, Vice President of  the 
GBAAC, on scheduling rallies for 2025. They've been working hard to get us 
into the campgrounds we like and to find new campgrounds that we may 
want to explore.  We tried out Comanche Lake and Coachland in Truckee 
this year, so your feedback on those experiences will help inform future 
planning.  Working with the campgrounds can be a challenge so the sooner 
we reach out to the campgrounds the more likely it is we can get a  
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 reservation for 25 to 30 trailers between the two clubs.  

 

We have several exciting rallies coming up.  I am excited about the rally 
at Coachland in Truckee in July followed by the rally at Costanoa 
(between Half  Moon Bay and Santa Cruz) in August.  Then in Septem-
ber there's the three -club rally in McCloud followed immediately by the 
Region 12 Rally in South Lake Tahoe.  

 

The McCloud Rally is a three -club joint rally in September at the 
McCloud RV Park, near Mount Shasta.  SVAC and GBAAC have been 
working with the Northern California Airstream Club (NorCal) on plan-
ning this rally and 68 rigs have reservations.  This will be a unique rally 
just before the Region 12 Rally in South Lake Tahoe. We know that 
many of  you going to McCloud will go directly from McCloud to South 
Lake Tahoe for the Region 12 Rally. If that is your plan, itõs likely that 
there will be informal caravans that come together for that journey.  

 

My wife and I are affiliates of  NorCal and we went to the boondocking 
rally at Vinnieõs Ranch in Wilton in May. That was a great experience be-
cause we got to meet many members of  our sister club and we had a 
chance to test our solar system and to use our generator for the first 
time.  We learned quite a bit about power management, and we were 
very pleased, because of  the heat that weekend, that the generator 
was able to run our air conditioner!  

 

The SVAC Board meets regularly, and anyone is welcome to join us.  At 
our last board meeting we set up a system for anyone who is interested 
to order a small SVAC Flag to put out when camping at a rally.  The 
flags have the SVAC logo, your name, BRN and ham radio or GMRS call 
sign, if  you have one.  Details of  the ordering process are included in 
this newsletter.  We are also in the process of  updating the SVAC By-
laws which have not been updated for many years.  

 

Our next board meeting will be held at the Truckee Rally at Coachland, 
July 13 th at 2 pm.  As always, please reach out to me, if  you have any 
questions about the club.   
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Dale Harrington  

In Memoriam  

By:  Roberta Peeples  

 

We received the sad news that our 

dear friend, Dale Harrington, passed 

away on May 5, 2024.   

 

Dale had worked as a long - time em-

ployee of  P. G. & E.   He and his wife, 

Nancy were members of  the Sacra-

mento Valley Airstream Club for over 

20 years and only retired from Air-

streaming in 2022 due to health rea-

sons.   

 

Dale and Nancy both served in many 

offices in our club over the years, al-

ways offering a wealth of  knowledge 

to us newbies and guiding our club 

along.  They both served as club 

president a number of  times and  

On a personal note, many of  my 

fondest memories seem to re-

volve around spending time 

with Dale and Nancy washing 

dishes in one club house or the 

other, when things had quieted 

down.  Weõd have some won-

derful conversations.  

 

Our deepest condolences go 

out to Nancy and her  family.  

Dale will be sorely missed.  

oversaw the change of  our club 

name from Golden West to Sac-

ramento Valley Airstream Club to 

more accurately indicate the 

clubõs location.  
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Lake Camanche Rally  

April 25th ñ 28st, 2024  

Hosts:  Chris and Mark Martindill  

Serena and Darrin Lopez  

Sandy and Rick Watts  

 

The Greater Bay Area Airstream Club hosted a spring rally at Lake Ca-
manche.  It was the first time the group had used this campground. The 
views in this campground were breathtaking.  Lake Camanche is an ar-
tificial lake in the  San Joaquin Valley .   It is located at the juncture 
of  Amador , Calaveras , and  San Joaquin  counties. Its waters are held 
by Camanche Dam , which was completed in 1963.  The lake is fed by 
the Mokelumne River and the Rabbit and Camanche Creeks.  Ca-
manche Reservoir is a source of  water for industrial and municipal 
purposes and also provides flood control.  

This region was originally settled during the Gold Rush and consisted 
of   three separate towns:  Camanche, Lancha Plana, and Poverty Bar.  
As the Gold Rush slowed, these towns began to decrease in popula-
tion. The town of  Camanche was originally called Limerick.  In 1849 
settlers from Iowa named the largest of the three towns òCamancheó 
after a town in Iowa. The area contained rich mining at nearby Cat 
Camp, Poverty Bar, and Sand Hill.  Its population peaked at 1,500. 
Mokelumne River water was brought to the town by  the Lancha Pla-
na and Poverty Bar Ditches. A fire on June 21, 1873 destroyed Ca-
manche's large Chinatown. Buhach, an insect powder made from a 
plant, was manufactured at nearby Hill Ranch.   Camanche remained a 
small town, and was eventually evacuated by the  East Bay Municipal 
Utility District  to build the dam and reservoir.  The lake was named af-
ter the former town of  Camanche  that now lies beneath its waters.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Joaquin_Valley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amador_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calaveras_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Joaquin_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camanche_Dam
http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/lancha-plana-no-30-california-historical-landmark/sie65372EC5723B9BF4F
http://www.sierranevadageotourism.org/content/lancha-plana-no-30-california-historical-landmark/sie65372EC5723B9BF4F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Bay_Municipal_Utility_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Bay_Municipal_Utility_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camanche,_California


р 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The rally kicked off  on Thursday, April 26, 2024, with a Happy Hour to 

greet old friends and meet new ones.  Thursday night dinner was on 

your own.  Interested campers could host or join  a campfire after din-

ner to further their Airstream group connections or make new ones.  

On Friday, April 27, 2024 campers were treated to a muffins and fruit 

breakfast, where the days plans were announced.  Following breakfast 

interested campers could go Trap Shooting with Darren Lopez.  On Fri-

day evening there was another Happy Hour where campers could bring 

an appetizer to share.  Dinner was on your own on Friday night too, but 

maybe everyone had enough appetizers that dinner wasnõt needed.  

Later that evening there were more campfires to socialize with fellow 

campers.  On Saturday, April 28, 2024, campers were treated to muf-

fins and fruit breakfast.  After breakfast Rick Watts and his wild pere-

grine falcon, Jasmine came to talk to the group and explain how Rick 

and Jasmine hunt together as a team.  In the afternoon interested 

campers could enjoy a boat ride on the lake thanks to Rico Bautista .  

Saturday night the Martindills served a òPainkilleró cocktail from the 

British Virgin Islands.  The Happy Hour and Potluck dinner had an is-

land theme.  Think Bob Marley or Jimmy Buffet!  Campers dressed up in 

their favorite island attire.  After dinner campers could watch the beau-

tiful sunset and then join or host a campfire.  Sunday, April 29, 2024 

campers bid each other farewell.  
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Dumbarton Quarry RV Park  

Fremont, CA  

May 16th  ñ 20th, 2024  

Hosts:  Ken and Linda Lalanne  

 Co-Host: Roger and Roberta Peeples  

 

The Sacramento Valley Airstream Club hosted their second rally of  the 
year at the Dumbarton Quarry RV Park.  The RV Park opened in 2021 and 
is located within  the Coyote Hills Regional Park.  It is next to the east-
ern shore of  the San Francisco Bay in Fremont, California.  Dumbar-
ton Quarry Campground is the newest park in the East Bay Regional 
Park District.  It is a full -service campground with easy access to 
nearby  Ardenwood Historic Farm , Mission Peak Regional Preserve , 
and  Don Edwards National Wildlife Refuge . 

The City of Fremontõs origins began with the founding 
of  Mission San José in 1797 by the Spanish under Pa-
dre  Fermín Lasuén .   However, the areaõs first inhabit-
ants were the Tuibun Ohlone Indians, which inhabit-
ed a nearby village for  2,000 years before the arrival 
of  Europeans in the Mission San Jose area.        

The City of  Fremont was incorporated on January 
23, 1956 , when the former towns of  Mission San José, 
Centerville, Niles, Irvington, and Warm Springs unified 
into one city.  Each area of  the newly incorporated Fremont had its own 
unique history.  Fremont is named after  John C. Frémont, a general who 
helped lead the American  Conquest of  California  from Mexico and later 
served as  Military Governor of  California  and then  a U.S. Senator.  

The Quarry where the park is located was  in operation from the  1950s 
through  2007. The gravel  was used to build parts of  San Francisco 
and Oakland International Airports,  highways, and many other pro-
jects. Quarrying changed  a 190 -foot hill into a pit 22 acres across and 
320 feet   below sea level at the deepest point, making it the lowest hu-
man -made elevation in North America.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferm%C3%ADn_Lasu%C3%A9n
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The East Bay Regional Park District filled the pit with clean fill from 

Bay Area  construction projects.  With the assistance of  the City of  

Fremont the depleted quarry was transformed into a beautiful recrea-

tional resource. Trails connect the campground  to adjacent Coyote 

Hills and the San Francisco  Bay National Wildlife Refuge for hiking, 

bicycling,  picnicking, and viewing of  the abundant wildlife.   

 

The rally was an Easy -Host Rally where there werenõt a lot of struc-

tured events for campers participation.   Campers were given time to 

explore the natural beauty of  the area.  They still gathered for a few 

events, so they could get a chance to mingle with other campers by 

spending time with friends and making new friends.  The rally kicked 

off  on Thursday, May 16th, 2024 with a Welcome Happy Hour where 

campers braved the cold bay winds.  On Friday, May 17th, 2024 

campers were invited to the lovely home of  Shelley and Peter Denyer 

in Fremont for a Happy Hour and Hamburger BBQ.  The Denyerõs 

were wonderful hosts and all of  the guests had a great time.  In fact 

they had so much fun they forgot to take pictures.  There were a few 

group hikes around the campground during the rally.  The area is 

very picturesque.  On Saturday, May 18th, 2024 there was a Happy 

Hour followed by a Potluck.  Everyone had fun even though the winds 

were bitter cold.  On Sunday, May 19th, 2024 campers had there final 

Happy Hour.         
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