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Winter President's Message to the Sacramento Valley Airstream Club 

 

Dear Sacramento Valley Airstream Club Members and Affiliates, 

 

As we wrap up 2024, I want to take a moment to thank all of you for being a part of 
the Sacramento Valley Airstream Club. Your enthusiasm, dedication, and camara-
derie are what make our club truly special. Looking ahead to 2025, we are plan-
ning, in partnership with Greater Bay Area Airstream Club (GBAC), an exciting 
lineup of rallies that everyone should enjoy. 

There are a few changes  in our leadership team for 2025. First, Roberta Peeples 
is stepping down as Membership Chair and Nadine Collepardi has volunteered to 
take on this critical responsibility. Roberta handled the membership duties with ex-
ceptional skill and grace and is working closely with Nadine to transition the mem-
bership duties. Roberta will remain on the SVAC board as our Corresponding Sec-
retary. 
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Secondly, Iõd like to welcome our new 2nd Vice President, Jim Swan-
son. Jim will be working closely with our 1st Vice President, Carol 
Launderville and the GBAAC Vice Presidents in planning our rallies. 
Much of  2025 rally planning is already completed but there is much 
work to be done still for 2025 while simultaneously planning 2026 ral-
lies. If  you are interested in helping with rally planning or hosting, 
please volunteer. Our club is only as good as our effort together.  

Finally, I would like to offer special thanks to Sandi Deutchman, who af-
ter several years is stepping down as the SVAC newsletter editor. This 
means that we have a vacancy, and I hope that one of  you will volun-
teer to take on the club newsletter and be part of  our overall outreach 
strategy to existing and new SVAC members.  

In 2025, we hope to expand our outreach efforts and encourage Air-
stream owners who are not yet members of  Airstream Club Interna-
tional to join our journey. Letõs continue to welcome fresh faces and 
ideas and share the spirit of  adventure and inclusion that defines our 
club. Your contributions, whether on the road, at events, or behind the 
scenes, are what make this community truly special.  

The entire SVAC board encourages you to share your thoughts, ideas, 
and energy as we navigate this exciting next year together. Here's to 
new challenges, new friendships, and another year of  unforgettable 
experiences.  

Wishing you safe travels and happy holidays.  

James Goldstene President, Sacramento Valley Airstream Club  
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Napa Valley Expo RV Park  

 Newbie Rally  

October 24th ñ28th,  2024  

Hosts:  Mike and Shawn Blom  

 

The Greater Bay Area Airstream Club hosted the 

Newbie Rally in the beautiful Napa Valley at the Napa 

Valley Expo RV Park in Napa, California.  It was the 

first time the group used this campground.  It wasnõt fancy, as it is lo-

cated on the Napa Valley Fairgrounds property, but it was clean, of-

fered full hookups (water, sewer, electrical), and there was a large cov-

ered area to use for gathering.   The park is just a short walk to Historic 

Downtown Napa, Napa Valley Wine Train, Oxbow Public Market, world -

class restaurants, wine tasting lounges, and plenty of  entertainment.  

The word "napa" is of  Native American derivation and has been vari-

ously translated as "grizzly bear", "house", "motherland" or "fish". Of  

the many explanations of  the name's origin, the most plausible seems 

to be that it is derived from the Patwin word  napo , meaning "house".  

Further adding to the confusion, was the original spelling of  Napa .  Ini-

tially, it was spelled with two Põs: Nappa.  There are maps and deeds 

dating back to the mid -1850s bearing this spelling. Shortly thereafter, 

the present spelling was adopted; the reasons for this change are un-

clear.   

The first recorded exploration of  Napa Val-

ley occurred in 1823 by Padre Jose Altimi-

ra.  During his exploration Native Ameri-

cans were found, some were converted 

and the others were attacked and dis-

persed.   

The Cayetano Juárez Adobe , built in 1845 

by Californio  ranchero  Cayetano Juárez , is 

the oldest building in Napa.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cayetano_Juarez_Adobe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Californio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cayetano_Ju%C3%A1rez
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The first American settlers began arriving in the area in the 1830s.  

Tensions between the white settlers and the Native Americans broke 

out in the war of  1850.  The soldiers massacred all the Native Ameri-

cans they could find and only a few Native American laborers and serv-

ants working for the white settlers could be found.  

Nathan Coombs laid out the original city of  Napa in 1847.  The new 

town had inhabitants from Europe and Asia, including Native Ameri-

cans.  There were Gold Miners who lived in Napa during the winter to 

avoid the harsh weather of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Napaõs first 

building was a Salon and shortly thereafter it was followed by a Gen-

eral Store.  Other temporary buildings began to dot the area in the fall 

of  1848.   

Transportation played a sig-

nificant role in the growth of  

Napa.  In 1850 steam ferry 

boats would travel between 

Napa and San Francisco 

bringing freight and passen-

gers.  In 1860 Sam Brannan 

brought the Napa Valley Rail-

road to the area to help sup-

port his Calistoga Hot Springs Resort.  Initially Napa residents op-

posed the railroad.  Once they saw the favorable benefits of  the rail-

road (e.g. more people into the area, increased land value and drew 

greater attention to Napa).  

By 1850 the county government system was established including the 

first courthouse.  The city was growing and by 1854 there were forty 

buildings.  The town was busy, with a theater, a company of  minstrels 

and musicians, a jockey club and other urban offerings.  In 1858 there 

was a silver rush in Napa Valley.  The most notable mine was the Sil-

verado Mine, near the summit of  Mount Saint Helena.  In 1859 John 

Patchett opened the first commercial winery in the county.  By 1870 the 

town had approximately 7,000 residents.  Several schools and a library 

were established.  In 1856 the weekly Newspaper, the Napa Register  
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appeared.   By the 1850s and 1869s gas 

and electrical services and a telegraph 

line were brought to Napa.  In 1869 F. A. 

Sawyer began the Sawyer Tanning Com-

pany in Napa.  It became one of  the larg-

est tanneries west of  the Mississippi  

River.  The world famous Nappa Leather 

or Napa Leather was invented by Emanu-

el Manasse in 1875 from the Sawyer Tanning Company.  The Napa State 

Hospital received its first patients in 1876.  Edwin Pridham and Peter L.    

Jensen invented the moving coil loudspeaker in 1915 in their Napa 

workshop.  They went on to found the Magnavox Company in 1917.   

Flooding became a problem to 

the homes and businesses 

near the Napa River.  The Lake 

Hennessey water conserva-

tion reservoir was built in 

1948 but flooding continued to 

be a problem.  

The Newbie Rally kicked off  

on Thursday, October 24th, 

2024.  As the Newbies arrived 

Greeters with yellow lanyards 

would provide assistance in 

backing up your trailer, hooking up it up to the campgroundõs water, 

sewer, and electrical services and setting up your campground space.  

After everyone was set up there was a Happy Hour to meet new friends 

and say hello to old friends.  After Happy Hour campers could go out to 

dinner on their own or cook a tasty meal in their trailer.   At dusk camp-

ers could gather for more socializing at a campfire.  

On Friday, October 25th, 2024 a lite breakfast was sponsored by Air-

stream Adventures.  Participants only had to bring their own coffee.  As 

the Newbies continued to arrive on Friday afternoon the Greeters with 

the yellow lanyards continued to help the new members with backing  
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up, hooking up and setting up.  In the afternoon James Goldstene, Bob 

Launderville, and Roger Peeples gave a presentation on the practical 

use of  Amateur Radio for Local and Long distance communications.  

There was another Happy Hour giving campers more opportunities to 

mingle.  After Happy Hour there was a yummy catered dinner by Red 

Rock.  Some of  the campers gathered to watch the World Series under 

the stars or sit  and socialize at a campfire.   

On Saturday, October 26th, 2024 campers were 

treated to a lite breakfast sponsored by the Greater 

Bay Area Airstream Club.  Interested participants on-

ly had to 

bring 

their own 

coffee.  

During 

breakfast campers could 

meet the club officers.     

Campers who werenõt inter-

ested in breakfast could 

walk a few blocks to the Napa Farmers Market.   

Later in the morning Alex from Airstream Ad-

ventures gave a maintenance discussion.  

Participants could ask him questions regard-

ing their Airstream.  After the group discus-

sion he helped campers at their airstream 

with their specific issues.   

Later in the morning their was a weight dis-

tribution, and safe towing workshop.  Partici-

pants had lunch on their own.  In the after-

noon their was a discussion regarding con-

nectivity:  cellular, campground WiFi, or  
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Starlink.  James and Jami Goldstene hosted 

a cooking class on ways to think about or-

ganizing and cooking in your airstream.  

Many of  the campers decorated their rigs 

for Halloween.  Tours of  the rigs and Happy 

Hour occurred in the late afternoon.  After 

Happy Hour there was a delicious Potluck.  

Airstreamers really know how to throw a 

party.  Some of  the campers gathered to 

watch another World Series Game or enjoy 

a campfire.   
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On Sunday, Octo-

ber 27th, 2024 the 

Greater Bay Area 

Airstream Club had 

another yummy lite 

breakfast.  Partici-

pants only had to 

bring their own cof-

fee.  After breakfast 

participants who 

were going home  

could get help from one of  the Veterans with the yellow lanyards, in 

disconnecting their rig and re -hooking it up to their vehicle.  Campers 

who were staying could socialize or explore Napa and the surrounding 

area.  In the late afternoon there was a final Happy Hour and dinner 

was on your own.  Many of  the campers gathered to watch Sunday 

Night Football.   

On Monday, October 28th, 2024 everyone packed up to go home.  New-

bies could get help from the Veterans with the yellow lanyards on dis-

connecting their rig and re -hooking it up to their vehicle.  Everyone 

said their goodbyes and another fun rally came to a close for all of  the 

participants.              

 

 
Reminder  

When attending a rally pet parents must be responsible 

owners and follow the pet policy of  the campground (e.g. 

clean up after your pet, keep your dog on a leash when 

outside of  your rig, and no excessive barking or violent be-

havior).  In addition, dogs are not allowed in any area 

where food is served.     
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Bodega Bay RV Park  

 Officerõs Installation Rally 

November 14th ñ18th,  2024  

Hosts: James Goldstene and Carol Launderville   

 

By:  Carol Launderville  

The late fall weather was perfect for our rally at Bodega Bay RV Park. 
We were able to get out for both morning walks and late night fire pits.  

We had our normal Happy Hour on Thursday evening and everyone re-
ceived a Welcome bag put together by our talented SVAC member, Na-
dine. She hand painted rocks with Airstreams and flamingoes for each 
rally trailer. The bags also had handmade kitchen scrubbies, Bodega 
Bay notepads and candy.  

Friday was perfect for a morning dog walk on the trail to the coast. 
Dogs of  all sizes walked politely on their leashes.  

That afternoon, there were group tours at the UC Davis Marine Lab at 
the Bodega Marine Reserve. The docent did a great job explaining the 
purpose of  the lab and the past and current projects.  

On Saturday morning, Eric McHenry led a walk out by Campbell Cove to 
the òhole in the headó. This is a manmade pond created for a proposed 
nuclear power station back in the 60õs. The project was stopped due to 
local and statewide protests, backed by the fact that the San Andreas 
fault runs right through the site.  
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Nadine helped a group of  campers with a rock painting session that 
yielded some fine rock specimens. Thank you Nadine for sharing your 
talent and supplies!  

The installation ceremony for incoming officers of  the Sacramento Val-
ley and Greater Bay Area clubs was Saturday night followed by an ex-
cellent potluck and a game of  Chickenfoot.  

New Incoming Officers for the Sacramento Valley club include:  

-a new 2nd Vice President position filled by Jim Swanson  

-Membership chair filled by Nadine Collepardi Holbrook  

-Corresponding Secretary filled by Roberta Peeples  

Our current President, James Goldstein, 1st Vice President, Carol 
Launderville, Treasurer, Jonarde Raab, Webmaster, Roger Peeples and 
Past President, Melanie Harvey will continue in their positions for an-
other year.  

New Incoming Officers for the Greater Bay Area club include:  

President - Mike Blom  

1st Vice President - Jill Impink  

2nd Vice President  Linda Weissman  

3rd Vice President - Erica Evans  

Jason Grendahl will continue this year as Secretary and Serena Lopez 
will continue as Treasurer.  

Past President - Eleanor McFarlin  

Sunday morning started with a little clubhouse cleanup followed by a 
small group of  line dancing led by Roberta Peeples and her audio assis-
tant, Roger. There was plenty of  rain and football games to keep every-
one inside.  

This was a fun weekend. See you at the next rally.  



мн 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVAC Newbies Dorothy and 

Geoff  sharing their welcome 

bag rock.  

Morning dog walk to the beach .  
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Dinner is served at the pot luck.  


