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President’s Corner

A Note from the President

In early spring 2019, our aging 1999 GMC hauled our

leaky 25’ Gulfstream travel trailer to Asheville, North

Carolina. The truck was barely holding together, with its rusty body and a butter
knife needed just to get the CD player working. The SOB had seen better days,
and the trailer's spongy roof came with a snarky warning from a questionable
repair shop: "Just don't walk on it." We caulked it, shrugged, and rolled on.

That scrappy setup had taken us everywhere—around Michigan, the Midwest,
Canada, the East Coast—and confirmed that we genuinely loved travel by trailer.
Then, in Asheville at our campground, | spotted it: a shiny silver Airstream 27’
Flying Cloud paired with a majestically blue F-150. | leisurely walked past it all
week with the dog, dreaming of a tour and armed with my mental list of
questions, slowly becoming what my husband would later call “hyper-fixated.”

As we left the campground—uwith our truck protesting one last time—the
Airstream owner finally appeared. | had about 30 seconds for an impromptu
interview through our rolled down truck window. That quick conversation turned
into 750 miles of ride-home research and a full-blown obsession. By the end of
that summer, our dreams became reality: a blue F-150 and a 27’ Airstream
International of our own was our newer (and safer!) camping set up.

What surprised me most was not just the trailer — which | loved impossibly more
than | expected - but the community. We joined ACI in 2020, went to Silver on
Silver in 2021, and hosted our first rally in 2022. Since then, we have been all in
— attending, hosting, and connecting with fellow Airstreamers year-round.

This spring, we will return to Asheville in a newer GMC (with CarPlay!) and a 30’
International — feeling so grateful and nostalgic for the moment a bucket-list
dream became real. Every trip, | can only hope a future ‘streamer bombards me
for information. I'm ready to talk — and MAC members know | am always in for
Airstream tours.

What is on your wish list: a lithium upgrade, a caravan or rally somewhere you
haven't been, maybe three more feet? Whatever it is, | hope you find it this
season. MAC has a packed year of rallies and fun planned for you. The complete
camping schedule for the season is available on the ACI website and later in the
newsletter. Please check it out and join us!

In 2026, my hope is to tour your trailer and ask a million questions. Happy

Camping!

Ping Stay Connected: o
Sarah Smith _ . .
BRN# 26310 MAC Website Region 4 Website
MAC President Airstream Club International
MACPresident02@gmail.com WBAC Caravans
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New Members

The Michigan Airstream Club wishes
to welcome:

Julie and Thomas Billups

Darrel Copley and Melanie
May-Copley

Robert and Aileen Franchi
[Affiliate]

David and Lynn Groth
Tom and Mary Jaje

Bill and Joanne Miller
[Affiliate]

Margaret and Mike
OConnor [Affiliate]

Lynn Peters and Dan Partin
[Affiliate]

New Members: Check out the
Airstream International Welcome
Page and video.

Michigan Airstream Club

I* Vice President’s Report
By Pegeen Smith, BRN #8039

Greetings from Northern Michigan! We are

currently experiencing high winds, freezing

rain/snow and all the trees are sagging with the

weight of ice. They look as tired of winter as |

feel right now. Many people in Northern B —————
Michigan are without power but we have been lucky so far with an outage
lasting only 17 minutes. Thank you Consumers Energy!

This is all to say that Tom & | are looking forward to warmer weather and
traveling down the road in our Airstream. When this newsletter publishes, we
will be heading south to begin our first Airstream caravan, “Cruisin’ the
Natchez Trace”. | am looking forward to learning the history of this 10,000
year old trail used by Indians, settlers and buffalo. | will let you know how we
like it. In the meantime, all our travel plans for 2026 are set in place with a
combination of Michigan Airstream Club and International rallies, plane trips
to welcome a new grand girl in NYC, genealogy trip to Halifax and a work
reunion trip to Colorado. | marvel at how full and busy our lives are and
wonder how we ever had time to work!

So, what is on your calendar this year? The Michigan Airstream Club
Executive Board has been working hard to offer a variety of rally
experiences around the state and we would love for you to join us at any of
the events featured in this newsletter. Shameless plug warning.... It is
NEVER too late to begin planning for future rallies, so if you have an idea for
something fun, let us know. And as a matter of fact, this year, the board
created some great tools to help future rally hosts plan and execute their
very own rally. There is a lot of experience in this group and we are here to
help and support. As a host myself, the experience is both fun and
rewarding.

A big shout out to my fellow 2026 luncheon co-hosts who keep our
community connected during the winter and early spring: Karen & Jeff
Routson, Janet & Stephen Pinkham and Karen Fisher & Wally Kimmel. Be
sure to thank them next time you see them. And if you are wintering in
Michigan in 2027, think about being a host or at the very least, come join us!
Don't know anyone in the club? The heart of the Airstream Club are the
people you meet at the local club level. You may come to an event feeling
like a stranger but you will walk away with many Airstream friends.

| hope to see you down the road.

Pegeen Smith

BRN #8039

MAC 1st Vice President
MAC1stVPresident052@gmail.com
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Membership & Club News

MAC Executive Board Meetings

Did you know that the Executive Board meets every other month on behalf of the club? And did you
know that members are welcome to attend the meeting as non-voting observer? In accordance with
the Michigan Airstream Club ByLaws, the Executive Board must give the membership at least 10 days
notice prior to a business meeting. So we are sharing the meeting dates for 2026 so you can mark
your calendar and join us. The Board meets on a Tuesday of every other month from January - October
@ 7 p.m. EST via Zoom. To join, click here unless otherwise noted.

2026 Meeting Dates Mark Your
January 20 May 19* September 15 Calendar and Listen In!

March-10 July 14 November 10

*This date is changed from May 12.

If a meeting date changes for any reason, the board will send out a change notice to the
membership via email with at least a 10 days notice.

Exciting Airstream Club International Travel Opportunity

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958
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Membership & Club News

New! Fall in Love with Michigan Airstream Caravan, 2026 and 2027 by
Karen Fisher

Explore the lower peninsula of Michigan while enjoying the fall
colors. Check it out online!

Fall in Love with Michigan — 2026 Itinerary

Metro Detroit

We'll start the caravan by meeting in the Metro Detroit area on September 18. After the Opening Banquet and
getting acquainted, we'll spend three full days exploring the city of Detroit — a trip to Eastern Market, the Detroit
Institute of Art, First Congregational Underground Railroad Living Museum, and

the newly restored Michigan Central Train Station are just some of the

options. Visits to Belle Isle and Hart Plaza will also be included.

Kalamazoo

Our second stop is Kalamazoo where you'll get a chance to explore the Gilmore
Car Museum, visit the Air Zoo Museum, a Bird Sanctuary, and other local places
of interest.

Grand Haven

From Grand Haven (near Grand Rapids), we'll explore the Meijer Sculpture
Garden and visit the Grand Rapids Riverfront. Free time in Grand Haven will
allow you to visit the Gerald Ford Presidential Museum, take a day trip to
Holland, Saugatuck and/or St. Joseph, or take a bike ride on Lakeside Trail.

Traverse City

In Traverse City, we'll visit Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, tour the
Traverse City State Hospital, take a winery tour on the Leelanau Peninsula, visit Fishtown and even have the option
of taking fly fishing lessons.

Mackinaw City

On the way to Mackinaw City, you'll have time to stop and explore the
towns of Charlevoix, Petoskey, and Harbor Springs and drive through
“The Tunnel of Trees”. While we're in Mackinaw City, we'll take the ferry
to Mackinaw Island where you'll have time to explore and/or bike around
the island. No visit to the island is complete without having lunch at the
Grand Hotel.

(Continued on the next page......)
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Continued.......

Alpena

Our next stop will be in Alpena where we'll visit the Great Lakes Maritime
Heritage Center and Dinosaur Gardens. We hope to be able to include a

Shipwreck Tour in a glass bottom boat.

Grayling

Then on to Grayling where you'll be able to visit Hartwick Pines, take an

optional canoe trip on the Au Sable River or do some fishing.

Midland

In Midland, you'll visit Dow Gardens, do a canopy walk among the
treetops, see the Tridge (a 3-legged bridge) and visit the Aldon
Dow House. And in Bay City we'll see a show at the Delta
Planetarium and have opportunities to visit the Bay City Historical
Society — home of the Michigan Rock & Roll Legends Hall of
Fame, visit the Saginaw Valley Naval Ship Museum, visit the
Antique Toy and Firehouse Museum or walk the Center Avenue

Historic District.

Frankenmuth

A quick visit to Frankenmuth will give you time to explore their quaint
downtown, have a world-famous chicken dinner at either the Bavarian
Inn or Zehnder's, and visit Bronner's Christmas Wonderland, World's

Largest Christmas Store.

Ypsilanti

Our last stop in Ypsilanti will include trips to The Henry Ford Museum,
Greenfield Village, and a Ford factory tour to see how they build all
those Ford pick-ups. We'll have our Closing Banquet on October 23

and wish you all safe travels when you leave the caravan on October 24.

Of course, there will be plenty of meals included, social times, GAMs, and other activities!

Caravan: Fall in Love with Michigan
Number: R-786-A

Start: September 18, 2026
Stop: October 24, 2026

Total Nights: 36
Stops: 10

Start at: Harbortown RV Resort
14931 Laplaisance Rd
Monroe, Ml 48161

Stop in: Ypsilanti Township, MI

Kitty Fee w/2:
Kitty Fee w/1:
Guest:

$6000
$5000
$1000

Link to Registration Form - https://airstreamclub.org/2026-fall-love-michigan-r4-caravan

Michigan Airstream Club
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Membership & Club News

Notice for Groups Traveling to the Airstream Club International Rally in Minot, NC

Local club officers received the following guidance for groups who want to park together at the Minot rally.
Please read this if you are traveling with friends to North Dakota.

Local Club Officers,

As you make plans to travel to Minot, ND for the International Rally, we want to ensure that
members who wish to be parked together can be accommodated.

Please note that dedicated parking designations are only available for groups that are
traveling and/or arriving together with a minimum of five (5) participants. Traveling
groups must have designated leader responsible for coordinating travel plans and
communications with the ACI office. The group leader must register the caravan with me at
least 90 days before the start of the rally, which is May 24, 2026, for the Minot rally.

If your group is traveling together and would like to be parked together, please send an email
to rally@airstreamclub.org with the following information for all members in your traveling
group:

e BRNs

e Names

e Desired Arrival Date for the group

Groups who do not arrive together will not be able to be parked together. After confirming the
parking date, it is the responsibility of the group leader to ensure that all participants register for
the same parking date. Registering early ensures that the parking team can plan appropriate
staging, traffic flow, and campsite allocation for all groups.

Your cooperation is essential to helping the parking team prepare and provide a smooth arrival
experience for everyone.

Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you in Minot!

Amanda Hughes

Office Manager

Airstream Club International
0: (937) 596-5211

c: (937) 565-0401
airstreamclub.org

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 6
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Membership & Club News

Airstreams Return to Cadillac: 60th Anniversary Celebration Rally by Pegeen Smith, BRN 8039

When: July 15 - 19, 2026
Where: Veterans Serving Veterans Park, Cadillac, Ml

60 years ago this summer marks a momentous event in Cadillac, Michigan. The 9th Annual Wally Byam
Caravan Club International Rally was hosted in this small Northern Michigan town with 2828 Airstreams in
attendance! Come join us this summer to celebrate! This is our 3rd year for the Airstreams Return to
Cadillac Rally and we are excited to share that, in addition to all the usual fun activities and service
projects, we have extended the rally to include some new exciting events:

e The Amateur Radio Club (ARC) of the Wally Byam Caravan Club International has it own
remarkable history and was established in 1963, 63 years ago. Michigan Airstream Club member,
Mike Harkness will provide a presentation about how to become a ham radio licensee and will set
up a station each day to provide ham radio demonstrations and answer questions. In addition, Mike
will get a special callsign commemorating the anniversary of the international rally and run the
station to spread the word across the network all over the world!

e |fyou were at last year's rally, you are sure to remember Stan Schwenke. He attended
representing SkyMed but many of us learned that as a child, Stan and his family traveled around
the United States in a 26 ft Airstream as an acrobat family called Vernon, Bumpy and Company.
Stan’s nickname was “Bumpy”. The Airstream was custom made with a kitchen in the front, a
bathroom in the back and 8 bunkbeds in the middle! Stan has agreed to present his talk which he
has done at many of the International Rallies in the past. He is a wonderful storyteller and
entertains you with stories about his life on the road performing in farm fields, as well as on the Ed
Sullivan show. You won't want to miss this.

During the rally, the hosts will sprinkle in some of our archival materials, sharing what rally goers were up to
in 1966 and what was written about the event by the Cadillac Evening News.

Learn more about this unique rally and register HERE!

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 7
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Membership & Club News

Birthdays & Anniversaries

April

10: Carol Jean Beard
14: Kathy Ann Blunck
14: Ronald Weinrick
17: Dave Koomler

Michael & Burnadette Frost: April 26, 1980
Jeriel & Carol Jean Beard: April 28, 2001

May
28: Beth Brackenridge
31: James Chellman

June

06: Jeffrey Routson

10: Karen Fisher

22: Kevin Mueller

Fred & Sharon Bryant: June 12, 1971
Jeffrey & Karen Routson: June 13, 1969
Bill & Beth Brackenridge: June 16, 1973
David & Mary Borton: June 26, 1971
Tom & Peg Smith: June 26, 1981
Angus Stinson & Kelli Ray-Fry: June 30

Michigan Airstream Club

Please Note: If you haven't seen your birthday or
anniversary listed in the newsletter, it's because we don’t
know it! In the old days that information was collected
each year on your renewal slip. The ACI database doesn’t
collect that information, but we’'d still like to include these
celebrations in the newsletter. Please e-mail Laurie McLean

Newsletter Editor and she will make certain to include your

information in the upcoming issues.

Traveling together since 1958 8
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Membership & Club News

Garden Flags for Sale at MAC Rallies

Back by popular demand! Michigan Airstream Club garden flags are
available for sale at the MAC rallies for $25/ each (cash or PayPal).

Reminder: Michigan Airstream Club has a Facebook Page

If you are looking for an additional way to keep in touch with MAC
friends, consider joining us on Facebook.

NOTE of CAUTION

Some members are continuing to receive emails from MAC officers that we did not send. The hackers are
getting tougher to spot so be careful! Lately, they have been sending short messages asking if it's a good time to
chat. There are several things you can do to spot the phishing emails. Anytime there is a request for money
or gift certificates — Delete it! Move your cursor over the sender’s email address. If you do not recognize it
report it as spam then — Delete it! And finally, do not respond to any email you suspect. That will let the
hackers know they have a valid email address and put more focus on your email address. We will never
ask anyone to send money or gift certificates. So do not respond to those emails — Delete them!

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 9
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We Gather Together

Winter Lunches — 2026

MAC has enjoyed gathering for fellowship and lunch during the winter. Join us to close out this off-season in Bay City
in April! Click here to RSVP by Jot Form.

Saturday, April 18, 2026
@ 12:30 pm

Krzysiak's House
1605 Michigan Ave
Bay City, MI 48708
Hosts: Karen Fisher & Wally Kimmel

Michigan Airstream Club

Traveling together since 1958
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MAC Shares

More Western Rally Hopping, and Unplanned Winter Camping Our Way Home by Dale Schneider
BRN #06664

The Plan was to attend more rallies then be back in Michigan by March 21 for the MAC lunch in Byron Center. How
did that work out?

Tucson-Rincon West. Jan. 4 -Feb. 18.

After the New Year’s rally, we went to an RV Park on the west side of Tucson
and stayed for the next six weeks. Unusual for us. We get “itchy hitch.” It was like
a 6-week long rally since other MAC and Region 4 members were there, Briggs,
Cobbs and Bryants, to get together. Fred and | attended weekly ukelele group
sessions to advance our skills. Fred and Sharon drove us to all their favorite
sights in the area.

o At the park we enjoyed a concert by the award-winning, nearby Pueblo
High School Mariachi Aztlan De Pueblo band.

e The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum where we hiked and saw raptors,
owls and ravens in a free-flight demonstration and talk in open mountain
desert. The birds come to the trainer’s raised [gloved] hand, get a treat, and
rarely fly off without returning.

e At Sabino Canyon we rode the electric “crawler” up 3.4 miles and hiked
down and enjoyed the hirds and waterfalls from recent rains along the way.

e The old Tucson downtown barrios [neighborhoods] were an architectural
treat to walk around. We rode the free modern streetcar around town and to
the U of A campus to enjoy the art and sculptures there. Also, at U of A we
toured the Richard F. Caris Mirror Lab, the only place in the world where
huge mirrors are made that are used in giant telescopes on earth and in
space.

e San Xavier del Bac Mission. Nearby, south of the RV park we visited this
Spanish Colonial Baroque style church completed in 1797 when the area was
still part of New Spain. It has survived an earthquake and lightning strikes. It
has been designated a National Historic Landmark. The Mission has been
continually operating since its founding in 1692 and is the oldest intact
European structure in Arizona. Open daily for worship and to the public, it still
serves the Tohono O'odham native people. Restoration of the sprawling
building and hundreds of statues, murals and other artwork is ongoing and
funded largely by donations.

e Southeast of Tucson we visited the 140-year-old working cattle Empire
Ranch. Now owned by the BLM, nearby ranchers lease BLM land for grazing
and a foundation works to maintain and restore the house and outbuildings.
South of the ranch house mapped, unpaved ranch roads wander through Las
Cienegas National Conservation Area grasslands, where there are several primitive campsites big enough
for friends to camp together.

(Continued on the next page......)
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Continued.......

Roosevelt Lake AZ. Feb. 19-21

We followed the Salt River up a breathtaking canyon and mountain to Roosevelt Lake

named for Theodore who dedicated the dam in person in 1911, the oldest of the 6 dams

on the Salt River. Our Tonto National Forrest-Fraiser Group Camp for this Arizona club

rally was dry camping with a nearby water tap and was adjacent to the Horse Camp. A
wandering mare owned by the horse camp host greeted us.
Views of the lake, low like all reservoirs in AZ, were still
great and it was a short hike to the shore. A 5-minute drive — —
on Saturday took us to the Tonto National Monument cliff dwelling ruins. The hike up to
the ruins was short but steep. There are cliff dwelling ruins of many tribes in the
southwest. View of half the lake from the ruins’ elevation.

Mesa, AZ. Feb. 22-25

We needed someplace to go for 4 nights until our next rally. 4CU members Doug and Diane hosted us in their huge
driveway. Their city lot was very large and we enjoyed the “backyard fruit” of lemons, orange and grapefruit from
trees they had planted. They were also going to the next rally. Disks and rotors were replaced on our truck at Doug’s
favorite repair shop. Picked up new temples for both pairs of Dale’s glasses that had broken. The “cheaters” we
bought for him to get by were quickly retired and are looking for a new senior owner. We shopped at “The Michigan
Store” near their house for Kogels brats and dogs, and Sleeping Bear Farms honey mustard [made by the company |
retired from.] Nice to get some of our favorites. No one in Arizona grocery stores knows what ring baloney is.

Fountain Hills, AZ. Feb 26-28

McDowell Mountain is one of five of the Maricopa County Regional Parks that have camping.
Most of the 12 parks were created in the 1950's. What forethought! We were in the group camp
area with water access & nearby dump station. Our last rally.

Winslow, AZ. March 1-3

— We went north to I-40 and Homolovi State Park which has brand new
bathrooms and showers and was only ¥ full. Ruins are at this site also but are scattered
having been vandalized for many years. Temperatures neared 32F at night, 50's in
daytime. Having “stood on the corner” in a previous trip we instead explored the restored
La Posada Hotel and ate breakfast there. Built in 1930 in opulent southwest style, now fully
restored, it was one of the famous Harvey Girl hotels, a collaboration between Harvey
Company and the AT&SF railroad when railroads began catering to the wealthy in the 30's.
It is still a daily Amtrac passenger stop with train service between Chicago and LA. Dining
in the Turquoise Room served by our formally dressed waiter, Eric, the only patrons there,
we felt like royalty. Worth reading the history of the Harvey Hotel chain.

(Continued on the next page......)
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Continued.......

East on I-40 March 4-7

Two Harvest Hosts brew pubs in NM, the Amarillo Welcome Center, and the Elk City, OK Walmart.

Oklahoma City Mar. 8-10.

Twin Fountains RV Park. The Bryants told us about this stop. We did laundry and visited the
National Cowboy Museum. The park has a free limo shuttle to and from the museum. Huge,
fabulous museum. Healthy lunch fare at the museum café. Warmer here. Severe
thunderstorms with tornado sirens going off and alerts on our phones. We headed for the
concrete bunker in the office/camp store building. Thankfully the funnel went south. This same
long line of storms caused the tornados in southern Michigan.

Joplin MO, Sullivan MO, Springfield IL Mar. 11, 12, 13.

Pull-thru sites at Cracker Barrel and each night colder.

Indiana Dunes State Park March 14-18.

Electric only site. Limited services: one shower open, one frost free hydrant for water, dump station. A dozen tents
and a few RV's when we arrived on Saturday. Most of the tents cleared out Sunday. Cold, mostly freezing nights, a
couple warmer days. A couple cars with people sleeping in them one night. Snow on the 16 when most of Northern
MI got a big blizzard. Filling a 30lb propane tank every 4 days, we turn the furnace down to 50F at night and have an
electric blanket that warms the bed up before we hop in. This is a park within a park. The State Park is surrounded by
the National Park. Only the National Park visitor’s center was open. The train station right outside the park was very
busy. Tickets to the museum station in Chicago are only $10 one way and the ride takes an hour. We couldn't see
much of the parks this trip and we’ll be back some year in late April or May to appreciate the migratory bird flyway
here.

Byron Center, MI. March 19-24.

Woodchip Campground with full hookups. Freezing nighttime temperatures all but 2 nights and some warmish days.
We attended the MAC lunch on Saturday and stayed 3 more nights because our neighbor reported there was still too
much snow in the driveway at our house.

Benzonia, Ml March 25.

Home. Shoveling required to get in the driveway. March is too early to come back to Michigan, next time April 1
or later!

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958
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We Rally Together in 2026 (at-o-glance)

Dates Event - Location

May 14 - 17 Spring Maintenance Rally

Host/Organizer Links/Contact
MAC Host: Sarah & John MAC May Rally

Wabasis Lake Campground, Greenville, MI Smith

June &4 - 7 Silver on Silver Rally
Holiday Park, Traverse City, Ml

Juy16 - 19 Airstreams Return to Cadillac llI
VSV Park, Cadillac

sarahsmith1835@gmail.com
616-308-7005

MAC Host: Karen & Kim MAC June Rally
Pontius

MAC Host: Peg and Tom Smith, MAC July Rally
Kat Hibbard and Dale Schneider,

Karen Fisher and Wally Kimmel
pegeens@mac.com or

trailerkat@gmail.com

231-884-8107 (Peg) or
231-383-0617 (Kat)
August 22-27 WBCClI International Rally, 2026 WBCCI 2026 International
Minot, ND Rally
September 10-13 Escape to the 45t Parallel MAC Host: Marcia & John MAC September Rally
Gaylord South/Bradford Lake KOA, Taylor
Frederic. MI mitay1962@gmail.com
(989) 619-1396
October 1-4 Pentwater Fall Rally MAC Host: Sarah Smith MAC October Rally
Whispering Surf Campground, sarahsmith1835@gmail.com
Pentwater, MI 616-308-7005

Please join the Michigan Airstream Club for Lunch!
While some MAC members may seek warmer climates "off season," those still in Michigan enjoy gathering

for winter lunch.

Mark your calendars and join us in the fun! Click here to RSVP by jotform.

Join us for our last winter lunch of the
season!

Saturday, April 18, 2026
@ 12:30 pm

Krzysiak's House

1605 Michigan Ave

Bay City, Ml 48708

Hosts: Karen Fisher & Wally Kimmel

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 14
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