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Happy Camping!

It's been a wonderful year for MAC and our members.
In May and June, the club hosted two large rallies at
Wabasis Lake and Holiday Park campgrounds. We welcomed over a

dozen first-time attendees! Club gatherings and comradery are what keep our
members engaged and inspire future events.

But what do our MAC members really want to do at a rally? Earlier this year,
Region 4 sent a survey asking just that question. And MAC answered! Thanks to
those who took a few minutes to respond, your club leadership now has
important feedback on how to best serve our club.

So, what did we learn from you? Not surprising, social hours and group dinner
(potlucks!) are among your favorite activities. Campfires are a must, of course.
We're an active club, with folks enjoying group hikes and bike rides. And though |
may be in the minority, many in our club prefer early morning coffee over
sleeping in. Over the next few Board meetings, your club leadership will dive into
the survey results to ensure our club is providing you with the rally experiences
you want.

The survey also suggests that many are curious about rally-hosting or future
Board positions. To that end, I'm excited to offer MAC members a virtual “Rally
Hosting 101" session, co-hosted with our 1 st Vice President Pegeen Smith.
Join Pegeen and me via Zoom on Tuesday, August 4 th at 7pm, to walk through
everything from when and how to start planning, budget guidelines, and what
we've learned from hosting our own events. We'll also share the club’s rally-
hosting manual and templates for hosting. To register, please use this link: Rally
Hosting 101. Ahead of the meeting, you'll be sent a Zoom meeting invitation and
the documents we'll review in the session.

Those interested in a future Board position can reach out to me or any current
Board member directly to chat.
See you on the road - and hopefully on Zoom!

Sarah Smith

BRN# 26310

MAC President
MACPresident02@gmail.com

Stay Connected: o

MAC Website Region 4 Website
Airstream Club International
WBAC Caravans
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New Members

The Michigan Airstream Club wishes
to welcome:

<
+

44+

<4

+

Paul and Mary Davis

Robert Dutcher and Leslie
Hazle

James and Donna Eberle
Larry and Dee Hen
Daniel and Lisa Hundley

John Joseph and Aimee
Rebmann

Larry Logsdon and Cynthia
Grapczynski

Steve and Theresa Miles

Kurtis Sjogren and Theresa
Wells-Sjogren

Mike and Andrea Stickel
Douglas and Melanie Stieber

Kevin and Linda Woodward

New Members: Check out the
Airstream International Welcome
Page and video.

Michigan Airstream Club

I* Vice President’s Report

By Pegeen Smith, BRN #8039

| always look forward to a summer of long days,
full of sun and fun with our Airstream but before
I know it, Summer Solstice arrives and the days
start getting shorter. | don’t know about you

but the days are flying and | feel like | am
desperately holding onto to a rope trying to slow it down and just enjoy.

Tom and | just welcomed our 4th grandchild in Brooklyn, NY and have had 3
weeks with the new parents to slow down, hold a baby and enjoy the magic.
But don't let your summer go by without joining your fellow Michigan
Airstream Club members at a rally.

Our first two rallies were a blast. Our President Sarah hosted a laid back
rally gathering while Karen and Kim Pontius hosted Silver on Silver as not
only first-time hosts but first-time rally attendees!! Yes, it can be done!

Come join us this month in Cadillac, as we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of
the 1966 International Rally that took place very close to the rally location at
the Veterans Serving Veterans Park. 2828 rigs came to that event but we
hope to host over 30 this year. See details to sign up at the end of this
newsletter.

A group of us are heading to the International Rally in Minot in August, so if
you have signed up and want to travel together, reach out to your fellow
Airstreamers.

In September, sign up for the FREE Escape to the 45th Parallel rally at the
Bradford Lake KOA (details on the last page). The rally in Pentwater buttons
up the rally season and is always well attended and fun.

Join us on Facebook or reach out directly and share what you have planned
this summer!

See you down the road.

Pegeen Smith

BRN #3039

MAC 1st Vice President
MAC1stVPresident052@gmail.com
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Membership & Club News

MAC Executive Board Meetings

Did you know that the Executive Board meets every other month on behalf of the club? And did you
know that members are welcome to attend the meeting as non-voting observer? In accordance with
the Michigan Airstream Club ByLaws, the Executive Board must give the membership at least 10 days
notice prior to a business meeting. So we are sharing the meeting dates for 2026 so you can mark
your calendar and join us. The Board meets on a Tuesday of every other month from January - October
@ 7 p.m. EST via Zoom. To join, click here unless otherwise noted.

2026 Meeting Dates Mark Your
January20 May-19 September 15 Calendar and Listen In!
Mareh18 July 14 November 10

If a meeting date changes for any reason, the board will send out a change notice to the
membership via email with at least a 10 days notice.

Exciting Airstream Club International Travel Opportunity

Silver on the River - ACI Nafional Event Rally Sailing

« Custom itinerary in France on the Rhone River with a full hoat charter July 15-22
for our Airstream Club group
Luxury, ultra all-inclusive cruise on Riverside Ravel by Riverside Luxury Cruises
Check the ACI website for complete details

» hitps:/airstreamclub.org/silver-river-2026

= Airstream Glub friends and family welcome!

« Space is limited, sign up today!

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 3
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Membership & Club News

Fall in Love with Michigan Airstream Caravan, 2026 and 2027

Explore the lower peninsula of Michigan while enjoying the fall colors. Check it out online!

Caravan: Fall in Love with Michigan | Start: September 18, 2026 Total Nights: 36
Number: R-786-A Stop: October 24, 2026 Stops: 10

Start at: Harbortown RV Resort Stop in: Ypsilanti Township, MI Kitty Fee w/2:  $6000
14931 Laplaisance Rd Kitty Fee w/1:  $5000
Monroe, MI 48161 Guest: $1000

Link to Registration Form - https:/airstreamclub.org/2026-fall-love-michigan-r4-caravan

When: July 15 - 19, 2026
Where: Veterans Serving Veterans Park, Cadillac, MI

60 years ago this summer marks a momentous event in Cadillac, Michigan. The 9th Annual Wally Byam
Caravan Club International Rally was hosted in this small Northern Michigan town with 2828 Airstreams in
attendance! Come join us this summer to celebrate!

Learn more about this unique rally and register HERE!

OTE INTERNATIONALL Rally of the Wa

ing aluminum near Cadillac, Mich. in 1966. A Lotal of 2828 familias from Lhrougheut

Canads ané Mexico attended in as many Airstresm travel trailers.
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Membership & Club News

Birthdays & Anniversaries

July

09: Andrew Lovlien
14: Daylon Robbins
15: Michael Frost
30: Jim Stimpson
31: Karen Routson

Laurie McLean & Earl Landesman: July 2, 1975
Kevin & Nancy Mueller: July 28

Aug

01: Angus Stinson

10: Shannah Behling
23: Mary Ann Stimpson
29: Nancy Mueller

Sept

10: Pegeen Smith
15: Donna Larson
19: Mary Ann Horner

Please Note: If you haven't seen your birthday or
anniversary listed in the newsletter, it's because we don’t
know it! In the old days that information was collected
each year on your renewal slip. The ACI database doesn’t
collect that information, but we'd still like to include these
celebrations in the newsletter. Please e-mail Laurie McLean
Newsletter Editor and she will make certain to include your
information in the upcoming issues.

Michigan Airstream Club

Traveling together since 1958
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Membership & Club News

Garden Flags for Sale at MAC Rallies

Back by popular demand! Michigan Airstream Club garden flags are
available for sale at the MAC rallies for $25/ each (cash or PayPal).

Reminder: Michigan Airstream Club has a Facebook Page

Michigan , . _ _
Airstream If you are looking for an additional way to keep in touch with MAC
Club friends, consider joining us on Facebook.

NOTE of CAUTION

Some members are continuing to receive emails from MAC officers that we did not send. The hackers are
getting tougher to spot so be careful! Lately, they have been sending short messages asking if it's a good time to
chat. There are several things you can do to spot the phishing emails. Anytime there is a request for money
or gift certificates — Delete it! Move your cursor over the sender’s email address. If you do not recognize it
report it as spam then — Delete it! And finally, do not respond to any email you suspect. That will let the
hackers know they have a valid email address and put more focus on your email address. We will never
ask anyone to send money or gift certificates. So do not respond to those emails — Delete them!
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Membership & Club News
Remembrances by Carol Jean Beard BRN 8150

In 2006, twenty years ago, my husband, Jeriel, and | joined
WBCCI and the Michigan Airstream Unit. Through the years,
we've met and grown to love so many amazing members.

| realize you probably don’t know these two women I'm
writing about, but they are your club ancestors. They helped
to fortify the club’s DNA. While members, they helped
maintain the highly reputable Michigan unit. As the poet John Donne wrote in 1624, “Any man’s death diminishes me,
because | am involved in mankind; and therefore, never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”

Clarice Rocho Anita Briggs '

Hopefully, | will make this article interesting enough that you will continue reading. Today, I'm eulogizing two
memorable, ambitious, fun-loving women, Anita Briggs and Clarice Rocho. Clarice died August 18, 2025, and Anita
just died this Spring, May 5, 2026.

For years, Clarice Rocho was a highly involved worker for the unit. In my opinion, she wasn'’t given the recognition or
appreciation she deserved. She was our Hospitality Chair, which isn’t an officer’s position (but maybe should be). She
was in charge of our drop-in breakfasts and for our refreshments after evening entertainment.

Being a Hospitality Chair is a time-consuming responsibility. Clarice shopped for breads, bagels, muffins, donuts,
peanut butter, jelly, cereals, milk, fresh fruit and lots of coffee, cream and sugar. Evenings offered ice cream and/or
cookies, decaf coffee, hot chocolate and all kinds of treats...not always healthy but delicious!

Clarice made sure everything was ready and available like paper products, etc. She had to keep an inventory from
one rally to the next. She kept receipts to give to the unit Treasurer. Clarice and husband, John, attended most, if not
all, the rallies. Clarice obviously took that responsibility seriously and we were the beneficiaries.

The Rochos were rally hosts many times. They often co-hosted rallies with Bob and Mary Connors. Not to downplay
rally hosts' responsibilities today but hosting a rally years back required lots of detailed planning. We always had a
printed rally program which provided the daily schedule of events. Plus, we normally went on a couple organized
tours, occasionally had guest speakers, and had a church service.

Clarice was reliable and gave of her time because she cared deeply for the unit, which was for most of us extended
family. I'm quite sure John helped her with the shopping if only driving her to unfamiliar grocery stores and back.
Clarice and John joined the unit in 1996.

Anita’s parents were in the Michigan Airstream Unit at the same time my folks were in the unit so Anita and | always
had this special connection...both being second generation Michigan Airstream Unit Airstreamers. At the 50th unit
anniversary celebration, held Friday, October 12, 2007 at the lonia Fairgrounds, Anita’s mother and dad, Ruth and
Max Brown, sat with my dad, Ralph Clark. My mother, Velma, died in 2002.

As a side comment, there were lots of people at the 50th celebration! Several older members who had sold their
Airstreams attended. The ceremony was special. The amount of shared memorabilia brought back so many

memories. There were lots of photo albums, rally ribbons and rally plaques from all over Michigan, Region IV and
International. Stories of past events were shared. It was so much fun!

(Continued on the next page......)
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Continued.......

Anita and her husband Ken were both officers of the unit when Jeriel and | joined. Ken was unit Treasurer and Anita
was unit Membership Treasurer (MT). Before her, Anita's mother, Ruth Brown, was MT. The unit membership
was larger during their years in office although the current membership is growing, which is wonderful.

Ken and Anita held those officer positions for several years, | think 10, prior to our joining the MAC. Not long after we
joined, Ken and Anita asked Jeriel and me if we would consider taking over those officer positions, which we

did. Ken and Anita remained highly involved in the unit. They both served as unit President...Anita in 2011 and Ken
in 2015.

When Anita was President and for many years after, we held round table discussions and regular official meetings at
every rally. The round tables were typically attended by all. They brought us together in an informal setting to
discuss unit concerns of all kinds...caravans, rallies, expenses and always Michelle...the old Airstream we just

sold. Everyone had a voice at the table. Being together discussing the unit we loved helped build camaraderie and
CONSENSUS On many issues.

Anita took being unit President seriously. She tried to keep agenda items moving along and tried to stay on
topic. Anita always had a welcoming smile. Like Clarice and John, Anita and Ken also served as rally hosts on many
occasions. Anita and Ken joined the unit in 1985.

They say the best things in life are the people we love, the places we've been and the memories we've made along
the way. Those three criteria are the basis for my eulogizing Anita Briggs, Clarice Rocho and several others. They
were dear friends. We attended so many rallies and camped at so many different locations together, and we made so
many wonderful memories along the way. Anita and Clarice will always be remembered fondly by Jeriel and me.

‘I count myself in nothing else so happy as in a soul remembering my good friends.”
- William Shakespeare

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 8




Michigan Airstream Club Region 4 - Club July 1, 2026

We Rally Together
Wabasis Lake, May 15 - 17

Comments from Facebook ... Click to see more!

And that's a wrap on our MAC season kick off rally at Wabasis Lake! Thanks to all who
came, laughed, helped, and put up with my “team building” exercises. =

Very gracious hosts and a nice tour. We grabbed up a few spare parts as well. And
found an Airstream bag for transporting our table service to potlucks!

| understand there was 10 Ibs. of bacon.......darn | missed it!

and it was good!

Sarah you know how to do it right. Thanks

—L

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 9
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We Rally Together

Silver on Silver, June 4 -7

Our Silver on Silver Rally was held from June 4
through June 7, in beautiful Traverse City at the
Holiday RV Park and Campground on Silver Lake.

We could not have asked for better weather or
turnout. We had 32 rigs participate and everyone had
fun. We started with a welcome gathering on Thursday
and many then went to Harrington's restaurant for
dinner. On Friday we had a great turn out for breakfast,
followed by a day on your own. We then went to
Airstream of Northern Michigan for a tour, dinner
(sponsored by them) and a tech session. Thirty people
watched our local minor league baseball team

(The Pitspitters) win their game, followed by fireworks.
Then back to the RV park for a bonfire. Saturday
started with a continental breakfast and a day for
exploration. Some went to wineries, the farmers market
or the "Old State Hospital" for a tour. of the village at
Grand Traverse Commons (The Traverse City State
Hospital). We all gathered back at the campground for
a great dinner, lots of food, and a silent auction where
we raised over $1,300.00 for the Cherryland Humane
Society, as well as several food items, cat litter and
toys. Thank you to all who helped guide us through our
first rally, first hosting experience, and first time out

. . T — —
with our Airstream.
Your hosts, We were lucky enough to have our entire execute board present
. . at this rally. Very rare that we see each other in the flesh! From
Kim and Karen Pontius our past president, Fred Bryant to current President Sarah

Smith, myself, 1st VP, Kevin R. Mueller, 2nd VP,
Secretary Karen Routson, Treasurer Tom Cobb and
Parliamentarian Karen Fisher.

Big shout out to our first time hosts, Kim and Karen Pontius! They are the owners of Suttons Bay Trading
Company so if you are in the area, be sure to stop in and visit.

Michigan Airstream Club Traveling together since 1958 10
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We Rally Together
Region 4 Passport Challenge by Steve Rowley Region 4 2" Vice President

Have you heard that Region 4’s “Passport” challenge has officially begun?

Your mission, should you accept it, is to attend a Region 4 sponsored Rally/Caravan and a local
Rally/Caravan from each of the 7 local clubs in Region 4 and
collect a sticker on the corresponding club page before the

WBCCI REGION 4 ~International Rally in Celina, Ohio, June 24-29, 2028. (Note that

| PAS S PORT - you can collect two stickers at jointly sponsored rallies, but

luncheons don't count for this challenge).

The first 10 members to complete the mission, will receive a Solo
Stove Mesa. Everyone who completes the challenge will receive

WE RALLY ~acommemorative keepsake.

Only one passport per BRN and you only need one sticker from
each club (no extra credit given for additional rallies with the
same club ;-)). You can obtain a passport from the hosts at any
of our Region 4 local club rallies to get started, if you think you
have what it takes! The rally hosts will have a supply of stickers
from their club that they will award to participants, and they will
initial your passport.

We truly hope this is just one more way for members to connect and have fun Airstreaming!

Let's Go Camping!

"M s 0N = @S
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MAC Shares

“Gemini” Receives a Power Upgrade at Ramble Trailer Works, NC by Steve and Jennifer Lee
BRN #6462

There are many ways to camp. You can boondock in the wilderness,
pull into a state or national park, hook up at an RV campground, visit
a Harvest Host, or settle in at a luxury resort. The options are almost
endless. Over the years, we've found we enjoy a little bit of
everything and that flexibility is exactly what drove us to make a
significant upgrade to our 25-foot Airstream Classic “Gemini”.

Choosing Ramble Trailer Works

I'm a handy guy and thought | might upgrade this trailer myself.

| reached out to friends in the AS community and surveyed the
internet. | then imagined having all the hardware hooked up and then
having to spend countless hours with Victron support to get things all
working together. Considering this and weighing a number of options, we selected Ramble Trailer Works in North
Carolina for the job. They're a new business but they bring real expertise in RV'’s including full power builds. (You
may know the owner, Chad from his YouTube channel Chad’s RV Reviews.) They came highly recommended by
Brad Driver of Thirteen Adventures, whom we had the pleasure of meeting a couple of years back on our way to
International in Sedalia. A recommendation from someone you trust goes a

long way.

Designing the System

The process started with a conversation with Chad at Ramble. We talked through how we camp, what our power needs
were, and what we wanted to accomplish. After that discussion, we landed on the following build:

- 600 watts of solar

- 460 amp-hours of lithium battery storage

- DC-to-DC converter (for charging while driving)

- The full Victron suite, including a 3,000-watt inverter/charger and a Cerbo GX for system monitoring and reporting
We agreed on a price and scheduled a drop-off date that corresponded with our return from our time in Florida. We
dropped off the trailer at Ramble and headed back to Michigan. While Ramble had the trailer, | asked they inspect the

roof and replace the skylight with a Maxim Airstream skylight. They sent pictures showing sealant wear and
recommended resealing.

(Continued on the next page......)
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Continued.......

The Results: Clean, Professional Work

We planned a return trip to North Carolina to pick up the trailer and we were excited to see the results. We were not
disappointed. The installation was neat and impressively professional. The interior modifications looked factory-
finished, and honestly, the electrical wiring was better than factory! Chad spent plenty of time going over the system
making sure we understood all the upgrades and how to use them. The system performed exactly as designed and
better than we had hoped.

Putting It to the Test

On our way back to Michigan, we took a few extra days to camp and put the new system through its paces. We never
plugged into shore power relying entirely on solar and DC-to-DC charging. The results were outstanding. During our
one night stays we never dropped below 85% battery capacity. We used the microwave, lights, water pump, coffee
maker and TV without concern for running out the battery.

What This Means for Our Future Camping

This upgrade is a game-changer for us. We fully enjoy and use our Harvest Host membership, and many Harvest
Hosts locations offer no electrical hookups. With this system, those stays are now fully comfortable and capable. We
can even run the AC for a few hours if needed.

We're looking forward to this summer’s rallies and planned events with our newly capable Airstream. We'll surely be
bringing this rig to the Airstreams Return to Cadillac Rally in July, a boondock rally allowing us to test everything
right in our own backyard.

Chad really liked our Airstream and did a full review of the rig and upgrades. You can search YouTube for “Chad’s
RV reviews” and “Ultimate Off-Grid build in this 2005 Airstream Classic 25" and see the video. You will see
“Bring This Floor Plan Back” on the title page.

If you're considering a power upgrade for your trailer, we’d enthusiastically recommend giving Ramble Trailer Works
a call. They certainly get our stamp of approval.
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MAC Shares

A Very Special Place: Huntington Beach State Park, SC by Laurie McLean BRN #5792

Each spring, Earl and | take a trip south to get a start on warmer weather. We take our time getting there and back,
but we plan on one main destination to stay for a couple weeks. This year that destination was Huntington Beach
State Park in Murrells Inlet, South Carolina. Just a few miles south of the bustling major resort area of Myrtle Beach,
it offers a serene, natural, and laid-back Atlantic beach retreat

| was introduced to the area as a child when my father's South Carolina family
held a reunion each May at a cottage on the banks of the large marsh area of
Woodland Creek. There we went fishing for Flounder and crabbing for the
Blue Crabs that made fresh feasts for the 30 or so attending family members.
There also, my older cousins taught us to body-surf and swim safely along the
choppy and chilly Atlantic shoreline. It's a place that holds special meaning
and a rich history that is worth exploring.

The Huntlngton Beach State Park land was part of a large parcel purchased around 1930 by Archer M.

. Huntington and his sculptor wife, Anna Hyatt Huntington. In addition to the
beautiful marshes, woodlands, and beaches, it includes Atalaya Castle, a
beachside winter home and art studio built in the early 1930s. It still stands on
the property today and is open for self-guided tours and special events. The
land was originally leased as a state park in 1960. It is on the National
Historical Register of Historic Places.

Across Highway 17 you will find
Brookgreen Gardens. The gardens
are located on what was originally a
portion of four large rice plantations
purchased by the Huntingtons. The
551 gorgeous garden acres
showcase many of Anna
Huntington’s sculptures as well as
those of other artists. There is also
a wildlife sanctuary, historical
exhibit, gift shop, and café.

We visited two nearby historic rice plantations, like the ones the
Huntingtons purchased. Hopsewee Plantation, built around the year
1740, is a private residence now but you can stop by to view the house
and grounds, and small museum, or get a delightful snack with tea in the
River Oak Cottage Tea Room.

(Continued on the next page......)
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Hampton Plantation is another National Historic Landmark, which highlights an
archeological site of a large working slave community, representative rice “field
trunks” (dikes to control water flow), and a family graveyard as well as the
mansion. At the giftshop | picked up a set of three historical novels The Rice
Kings, about the family of the inventor of the rice mill, which revolutionized rice
agriculture in the area. The books paint a rich picture of life in the South
Carolina lowlands from the pre-revolutionary period up to the Civil War.

Pawley’s Island to the south offers some nice shopping areas, like the
Hammock Shops Village, and restaurants. Murrell’s inlet has the best fish
market, Harrelson’s Seafood Market featuring locally caught fish and crab cakes!

If you have not yet been to Huntington Beach State Park, | hope you will get a chance to go. It is really a camping
destination treasure worth enjoying!

Camping at Huntington Beach State Park

Reservations

The South Carolina State Parks currently open reservations 13 months in advance of
your starting date. You can make a reservation for up to 14 days. Huntington Beach
State Park is popular! | make our reservations just after midnight the first day they
become available. | used to reserve the two-week window that included the days |
wanted to be there at the end. You can revise the reservation later, though there may be
a fee. One year, | put a notice on the Airstream Campsite Availability & Exchange
Facebook page that | was ready to revise it. An Airstreamer from Virginia was able to
coordinate with me to catch the days | was cancelling. Now, we plan to stay the full 14 days. There’s plenty to do
even if you don’t want to spend every day at the beach.

Campgrounds

There are two campgrounds. One is more rustic and has 30 amp electric,
water and some full hookups. The other has two rows of cement padded
sites with 30/50 amp full hookups. Each campground has a path directly to
the beach, so campers don't have to compete with the day users for access.
Not that there are that many people anyway, but It's nice to have direct
access. Both campgrounds have fire pits, bath and laundry facilities, and
trash areas that are neatly fenced.

Day Use Areas

The day use area has a general store, bathroom facilities, picnic and play areas,
and a great ice cream shop. The castle is close to the day use beach area. There
are also walking trails through the marshes and dunes where many birds can be
spotted, as well as alligators. The alligators generally keep to themselves but keep
an eye out and your dogs close!
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We Rally Together in 2026 (at-o-glance)

Dates Event - Location Host/Organizer Links/Contact
Juy16 - 19 Airstreams Return to Cadillac Il MAC Host: Peg and Tom Smith, MAC July Rally
VSV Park, Cadillac Kat Hibbard and Dale Schneider,

Karen Fisher and Wally Kimmel
pegeens@mac.com or
trailerkat@gmail.com

231-884-8107 (Peg) or
231-383-0617 (Kat)

August 22-27 WBCCI International Rally, 2026 WBCCI 2026 International
Minot, ND Rally

September 10-13 Escape to the 45t Parallel MAC Host: Marcia & John MAC September Rally
Gaylord South/Bradford Lake KOA, Taylor
Frederic. M| mitay1962@gmail.com

(989) 619-1396

October 1-4 Pentwater Fall Rally MAC Host: Sarah Smith MAC October Rally
Whispering Surf Campground, sarahsmith1835@gmail.com
Pentwater, Ml 616-308-7005
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