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President’s Letter
Hello Region 12!

Huh – what happened to 2026!  Hard to
believe but Fall is around the corner!
 What a year it has been and I look
forward to the last few months of 2026.
 Too many rallies and not enough time!
 For Mike and me, the year kicked off
with the Rose Parade Rally.  This truly is
a bucket list event, and a rally with
Margaret Handshoe never disappoints!  If
you have not attended, put this National
Event Rally at the top of your list!  And in
April we experienced the magic of the
Cali-Rally at the V6 Ranch in Parkfield,
CA.  Hosts Tom and Teresa Tighe
absolutely knocked it out of the park. Jim

https://airstreamclub.org/region12
https://airstreamclub.org/region12
mailto:shawn@grapecounter.com?subject=&body=
tel:7072257840
mailto:tdhuxford@earthlink.net?subject=&body=
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mailto:redwoodcorners@gmail.com?subject=&body=
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Don Williams

and Lynda Polk had successfully hosted
this rally for many years and graciously
passed along a complete set of plans,
ensuring a seamless transition.  Tom and
Teresa assembled an all-star group of
planning volunteers – not only did all
work tirelessly but they also made both
planning and attending a blast!  The
2026 Cali-Rally sold out in just 35
minutes last Summer.  The next Cali-
Rally is in April 2028, with registration
opening in late Summer 2027.  We will
be sure to provide  

plenty of advance notice, but don’t

hesitate once registration opens - this rally sells out FAST (and for very good reason,
it truly is magical!).

We are now in “Why Not Minot” North Dakota for this year’s International Rally.  It was
a treat traveling across the country and meeting fellow members at Harvest Host and
RV campgrounds.  Everyone has a story and it reminds me how lucky I am to be part
of this thing called Airstream!  Region 11 President John Holly had a quote at this
year’s Opening Ceremony and I repeat here; “The best thing about owning an
Airstream is finding out where your best life has been hiding.”  

The 2026 Region 12 Rally is right around the corner!  Have you enjoyed the “Region
12 Rally Top 10 List”?  There is much more to Las Vegas than I ever knew!  Our 2026
Region Rally is October 28-November 1, 2026, at the beautiful Oasis RV Resort in
Las Vegas.  Registrations opened in May and there are still a few spots left!  Sign up
here 2026 Region 12 Rally | ACI, pci.jotform.com/form/260756762654164 .  It will be
a great time!  And did you know Airstream of Southern California and Las Vegas are
sponsors?  They have been very generous, and our rally members are in for a treat!
 Many of us have been planning since January to host what we hope will be a rally
filled with friends, laughter and memories.  

Mark your calendar now for the 2027

mailto:tscats@mac.com?subject=&body=
mailto:laverne.airstreamclub@gmail.com?subject=&body=
mailto:linda7915@gmail.com?subject=&body=
mailto:scott.gerken@gmail.com
mailto:kd6uvt.brn14207@gmail.com?subject=&body=
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Region 12 Rally.  We’re excited to
announce that we’ve secured the Napa
Valley Expo - home to the annual
BottleRock and located in the heart of
downtown Napa.  The 2027 rally will
occur October 6th through the 10th.  Pre
and post rally stays will be offered.  More
details will be shared as plans continue
to come together.

See you down the road!

Shawn Blom #240, Region 12
President

707-225-7840

sblom@airstreamclub.org

Upcoming Region Rally
This year’s Region 12 will take place at Oasis RV in
Las Vegas on October 28th - November 1st, 2026.

Your rally registration will cover 4 nights of full hook up
camping, 2 dinners and 1 breakfast. There will be fun
activities and many opportunities to spend time with
your Airstream family and friends.  A schedule and
more details will be shared with those registered for
the rally later this summer.

Rally arrival is October 28 and departure on November

mailto:sblom@airstreamclub.org
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1.  A day before the rally and/or a day after can be
booked directly with the park at the same group rate.
Contact Oasis RV directly for the extra days at (800)
566-4707.

There’s rumored to be some spots left so follow the
link to register:
pci.jotform.com/form/260756762654164; best to email
to confirm or any questions: 
regionrallypc12@gmail.com

Region 12 Rally Facebook

Las Vegas Grand Prix 2026 -
Formula 1 Airstream Rally

It may be too late to join in but Airstreamers will be in
LAS VEGAS for a very special rally to attend the 2026
Formula One Las Vegas Grand Prix; November 18th -
22nd! Please check out the rally webpage:
 airstreamclub.org/las-vegas-grand-prix-2026 or email
the Rally hosts: Handshoes, Jewett- Goldbere,
McHenrys to see if its too late:
 f1airstreamrally@gmail.com .

https://pci.jotform.com/form/260756762654164
mailto:regionrallypc12@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/344977088931744
https://airstreamclub.org/las-vegas-grand-prix-2026
mailto:f1airstreamrally@gmail.com
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2026 Airstream Club International Airstream
Club Rally (69th)

Your Cub Reporter <new editor> and his wife Gail secured an early arrival day,
Thursday, for the international Rally in Minot, North Dakota (said My-not) and parked
with the Amateur Radio (intra) Club in the Blue Campground. Note pad and camera in
hand we walked up to the North Dakota State Fair Center to check in, receive our
ribbon credentials, rally program and a great logo’d Rally Bag.

Why Not Minot / Visit Minot was on display for local culture (the Scandinavian
Heritage Park), food, and services. The Club Hub housed Member Services, club,
region, rally and caravan displays, craft classes and the fairground pizza and popcorn
vendor are located. Upstairs was a counter offering hamburgers, salads, wraps,
chicken tenders, popcorn and many snacks.

After the Club Hub we headed towards the Flickertail Garden and the adjacent Food
Trucks. An Airstream trailer housed a vendor with drinks, sandwiches and tee shirts.
An Italian Soda for Gail, I moved to the barbecue vendor; lots of typical barbecue
sandwiches I steered us to the Barbecue and Tator Cups. We should have asked to
see them first; both were in a squatty 20 or 24 oz cup over-flowing with fixings.
Smoke sausage, mac n’cheese, coleslaw, onions, brisket, pulled pork and beans for
the Barbecue; cut up baked potato, sour cream, shredded cheese, brisket, onions,
peppers and more in the Tator Cup. We made 2 1/2 meals of them over the course of
the rally and our first exit day on the road. More local vendors filled out the Food
Truck area over the course of the rally, mostly barbecue, hamburgers, breakfast
sandwiches and a great fire baked pizza stand!

Once fed it was back to our rig to visit with old and new friends, radio club members,
other Airstreamers and to study our rally program for interesting sessions.

From Club President Millie O’Donnell

“It came and went so quickly, and now the 69th
International Rally is in the rearview mirror. What
a week!

From seminars and shopping, to concerts and

https://gmail.com/
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Prom, to crafting and fitness activities,
neighborhood block parties, and even a visit
from Teddy Roosevelt, Airstream Club members
filled the fairgrounds with energy, fun, and
friendship. Some crazy weather was had, too,
with Airstreamers lending a hand, checking on
neighbors, and showing once again what makes
this community so special. And beyond the great
memories, our community came together to
make a meaningful difference in Minot and
beyond.”

More on Your Editor’s Take on the International.

Millie didn’t cover one session that was not to miss, so important that other sessions
were not scheduled opposite it in the time slot, Tuesday morning’s:

Inside the Mothership: An Airstream Update - presented by Josh Conner, Vice
President of Sales and Mollie Hanson, Chief Marketing Officer

Josh opened the session with statistics on sales and hinted at some new models
coming; BaseCamp, Flamingo, World Traveler 17 without giving everything away.
Noted as in many years, Airstream Interstate are number one in the B-van category
against their competition. He quickly turned it over to Mollie.

Mollie pointed out the new marketing efforts that Airstream is involved with beginning
with a video, flashy with thumping audio that penetrates the soul and aimed at
touching all aspects of Airstream marketing. (I am trying to get a link to the video for
members to watch and enjoy).

Beyond the video Molly keyed in on:

the new Airstream Inc. website;

Camp Airstream Yellowstone, Nashville, Santa Fe and possibly one coming in

https://gmail.com/
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Bethel Woods, historic home of Woodstock;

Staying in the culture with AIRLABS, i.e. what does the next generation of
Airstreamers want. AI says it better than I could,
“AIRLAB is Airstream's creative platform designed to explore innovation, design,
culture, and collaborative art using an iconic Airstream trailer as a mobile
canvas. Key Details:

The Launch: The platform debuted in June 2026 with a public art installation in
New York City's West Village (16 Morton Street), where over two dozen local
artists transformed a 25-foot matte-white Airstream into a collaborative mural
featuring graffiti, illustration, and mixed media.

The Vision: AIRLAB functions as part incubator, part innovation studio, and part
storytelling engine to see how mobility and creative expression intersect.

Artist-in-Residence (AIR): The initiative extends into programs like the AIR
residency, which gives creators a mobile Airstream working studio surrounded
by nature to document their artistic process.”

Licensing Airstream branded watches, puzzles, prints, bicycles, water bottles
and more.

Airstream Supply Company - Airstream originally thought that many of the
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products and accessories would appeal to Dreamers, those dreaming of owning
an Airstream wanting something small and tangible to keep their dream alive.
Instead they found that most online guests were Airstreamers looking to
customizing their rigs; check out the Supply Company here:
 airstreamsupplycompany.com .

Other marketing pushes include Airstreams in the movies - the Accountant 2
and Minions; Airstream Stories - from people on the road, podcasters, “keeping
your day dream alive” and Virtual Campfires.

Collaborations with Stetson, Sweetwater, Explores Club.

Looking to the future - Airstream turns 100 in 2031, look for sneak peeks at what is to
come!

Exhibitor’s Expo Hall

Airstream of Minnesota took up the entire end of the Expo Hall with many models of
Airstream travel trailers and the Interstate, Rangeline and Atlas Touring Coaches on
display and for sale. Airstream Inc occupied one entire side of the Expo Hall with their
regular service and repair parts for interior and exterior <why didn’t I buy a spare
screen door latch that broke two days ago> and their Airstream Supply Company well
stocked with shirts, blouses, jackets, heavy cloth bags to replace our under the bed
plastic bins and examples of their custom replacement mattresses, and fabrics for
sofa and dinette cushions, curtains, bed covers and more.

Independent vendors filled the balance of the Expo Hall with custom wood tables and
counters, cushion and mattresses, accessories, books and authors, health products,
independent Airstream repair shops and customizers, specialty replacement and
repair parts for suspension lift kits, front end separation, stainless covers, wash and
wax products, Airstream only campgrounds, etc.

Centered in amongst everything was the Expo Lounges, sofas, easy chairs, metal
lawn and porch chairs like our grandparents sat in and a hot drink bar with coffee,
decaf and hot water for tea. It was easy to spend more than one visit browsing
everything in the Expo Hall and then relaxing with a new friend or waiting for a spouse
or partner in the lounge.

Of Honorable Mention are the Rally Sponsors - those who brought their products
advertising and services in support of the rally programing and entertainment:



9/14/26, 9:48 PMThe Gold and Silver Region 12 Newsletter - February 2026

Page 9 of 20https://mailchi.mp/248959bc1ec8/region-12-newsletter-spring-8342529

Aluminum Sponsors:

Airstream of Minnesota

Parkit360

Platinum Sponsors:

Airstream Inc.

Dexter (axles & brakes)

Silver Sponsors:

the original Equal-i-zer sway control
hitch

Trinity Health

Bronze Sponsors:

AirboardShop.com

Epoch Batteries

FCIS Insurance

MASA Medical

Molecular Advanced Coatings

SkyMed

Torklift

Vinnie’s

It was a great rally, more things to do than I could think about and Airstreamers raised
more than $43,000 for Backpack Buddies, United Way and the Minot Area
Community Foundation. Did I miss anything? Probably but you can easily find out
what International Rallies are all about; sign up for Rock Springs next year,
 airstreamclub.org/rally2027 !

International Rally Updates - Fran and Chuck Miller #5301 from San Diego
Airstream Club won a Bogg Bag, Pam & Mike Brannon #8966 from the Greater Bay
Area Airstream Club won the beautiful Minot Quilt and it was reported that Bob and
Linda Minder #4195 of Central Coast California Airstream Club traded in their rig for a
new Stetson (hope it’s okay to break the news)! Lastly, Closing Ceremony’s Eclipse.

Minot Rally Epilogue

http://airstreamclub.org/rally2027
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK
YOU!

Thank you for volunteering and supporting
the Community Service Project at the 69th
Airstream Club International Rally.  Your
generous gift of time, monetary donations,
and food donations was a major boon to
the program and helped us secure the
$10,000 match from the Minot Area
Community Foundation.

Thanks to your efforts we raised a total of
$40,330.49 for the Souris Valley United 

Way Backpack Buddy Program. This allowed us to collect and purchase food items to
pack 2,300 backpacks with approximately 26,000 food items. As a result, 600
students will receive food over four weekends, and the program will be able to sustain
food purchases throughout the school year.

Thank you once again for your incredible support! Please pass this on to others who
volunteered, your units who donated funds and food and anyone who helped out that
I may not have a name or email for.

“Your greatness is not what you have, it’s what you give.” – Unknown

Barb Hanson BRN 6555
Community Service Chairperson
North Dakota Peace Garden Unit Airstream Club
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2026 Cali-Rally - One Great Adult
Adventurefest!

The Only Airstream Rally Where Even the Cows Are Impressed.
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Welcome, shiny trailer enthusiasts!  If you’ve ever dreamed of sleeping under an
aluminum roof with 85 of your closest friends (and about 200 curious cows, squirrels,
and red-tailed hawks), then the Parkfield V6 Ranch Cali Rally was the place to be!

Set three miles north of the bustling metropolis of Parkfield, California—population: 18
—the V6 Ranch and its gracious owners, the Varian Family, played host to a convoy
of Airstreams so long, bright, and determined, others on the road had to adjust their
course just to get out of the way.  We were headed into the always beautiful Cholame
Valley.  For one long weekend, we Airstreamers enjoyed the kind of peace which is
only interrupted by the gentle rattle of the “party central” bell’s call to us that the next
round of fun is about to begin.  Not even the distant and occasional hum of far away
generators and the clomping and “mooing” of our neighborhood cows would break
our spirit!  

First, the Thank Yous!  Thank you to the Committees whose work over the past 18
months was instrumental in getting this done!  Event hosts, Teresa and Tom Tighe.
 Activities, Mira Zimet, Tracy Adams.  Crafts, Nancy Jackson, Nancy Murphy.  Bikes,
Eric McHenry.  Decorations, Diane Ellis.  Entertainment, Pam and Dennis Pall.  Bingo,
Denny Kennedy.  Strong Coffee and Stronger Coffee AND firepit and bigger firepit,
Maureen and Kevin Wallace.  Welcome Bags, Shawn Blom.  Signage, Margaret
Handshoe.  Hope I didn’t miss anybody?  Thank you, All!  

As a side note, we didn’t even mind having to hire a team of lawyers to explain the
release and waiver forms that the Ranch asked us to sign before coming to the event.
 I suppose it was the V6’s way for us avoiding TSA checkpoints.  

The Welcome Committee:  From the time we passed under the “V6” sign, we were
greeted by an unending wave of greeters!  Not that we were annoyed.  On the
contrary.  Friends, all, these greeters took the time to share event details and escort
us to the parking spots of their choice.  While not everyone could park on a level pad,
watching those who were not “pad gifted” level their rigs was part of the fun.  Guests
were greeted with a handshake, a “chip clip,” a schedule, a bandana and a smile.  

Food: Never before has a single boondocking event supported so much food.  No
Airstreamer left hungry, though a few might have left with gentle hangover and new
recipe ideas courtesy of our own, Alicia Andrews.  

Daily Entertainment:  Oh, there was plenty to do during the day.  Besides the age-old,
meet and greets with our friends and neighbors, we were treated to refreshing treats
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– Yoga and Massages, a Swap Meet, Craft Fair, Wine Tasting, Beer Tasting, Line
Dancing, Hitching Up with Mona Watts (not the marrying type of hitching), Whisky
Tasting, hikes, Bike Rides (with Eric), trail rides (with V6’s Happy Horses), Rock-pot
cooking with Alicia, New Power Options (how appropriate), with Rich, calf roping and
crafts!  And, of course, Airstream and Cowboy Bingo with Denny.  

Evening Entertainment: As the sun set, guitars and woodwinds came out (thank you,
Denny, Bryan McCann).  So did the various iterations of whisky and beer (both root
and alcoholic).  So did iron “branding” of our table decorations and the cheese
boards! (don’t ask).  Thank you, Catherine Landaker and Andromeda Stevens.  There
was line dancing, open grills (bring your own), and a movie!  Finally, who can forget
Michael Jackson’s conducting of the “not so silent” auction FOR THE CHILDREN!  

What was missing?  I suppose we could have had a backup the trailer contest for
speed and for accuracy?  Points and beers could have been given for precision
parking, creative use of hand signals, and, perhaps, parallel parking your rig between
two cow stanchions or bewildered squirrels?  But maybe next time!  But I’m being too
picky.  The event was, as it aways was and will be, wonderful!  I truly enjoyed, and
hope you all did, too.  Those who were unable to attend, you really have to sign up for
2028!  

Farewell:  Whether you came for the scenery, stayed for the friendships, or just got
lost on the way to San Francisco, the V6 Ranch Cali Rally was a rolling success.  

Safe travels, happy trails, and may your wheels stay round!

Glen Stevens #1107, president Greater Los Angeles Airstream Club

Update:
Streamlining
Our Event
Payments

Did you know our region collected or refunded members
over 550 times in the last 12 months? Between the
Rose Parade Rally, F1 Rally, Cali Rally, and Region
Rally, our community is highly active. To support this
growth, the leadership team periodically evaluates our
financial service providers. Our goal is to provide
members with streamlined, flexible and cost -effective
payment solutions that work for everyone.
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Fee-Free Payments with Zelle

You may have noticed a recent switch to Zelle for our event registrations. Zelle is a
highly secure, inexpensive way for us to collect rally and incidental fees. In fact,
Region 12 receives 100% of the funds you transfer through this platform.

We know some of you are new to Zelle, and a few banks imposed initial payment
limits. We are incredibly grateful for your patience and willingness to try this new tool.

Transitioning Card Payments to Stripe

For those who prefer credit or debit card transactions, we have you covered. While
card processors deduct transaction fees—meaning we receive about $0.97 of every
dollar sent—we know offering a card alternative is essential.

Going forward, Stripe will replace PayPal as our official payment platform for all credit
card, debit card, Apple Pay, and Google Pay transactions. While we used PayPal for
many years, recent registration issues and blocked payments during the Region Rally
caused significant administrative hurdles for our leaders. Transitioning to Stripe
ensures a smoother experience for both members and organizers.

Why Stripe is the Right Fit for Region 12:

HQ Alignment: It is the trusted payment platform used by ACI HQ, featuring proven
reliability and functionality.

More Ways to Pay: It seamlessly accepts credit cards, debit cards, Apple Pay, Google
Pay, and ACH payments

Lower Overhead: The processing fees are slightly lower than PayPal, keeping more
money in our region.

On-Site Convenience: Members can easily use their cards at live events to pay for
auction items, incidentals, and more.

Future Savings: Using Stripe gives us the opportunity to pool our payment volume
across ACI to negotiate even better pricing down the road.

Thank you for your continued support as we upgrade our systems to serve you better!

Sally MacDonald, BRN 6378
Region 12 Treasurer
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Think Safety on the Road

A Washington club member had a tow vehicle develop a flat tire on an Interstate.  He
had pulled over to the shoulder and had a state DOT truck behind him advising traffic
to move over.  A driver was not paying attention and hit the DOT truck as well as the
Airstreamer and the DOT helper.  The Airstreamer died as a result.  I know we all
travel to places that may not have easy pull over spots.  Please do everything you
can to get completely off the road if you have a mechanical issue.  It is best if you can
take an exit to get away from the highway.  If you do not have a tire pressure monitor,
please install one.  I think most of us have roadside assistance.  If not, please invest
in a service and use it.  Can I change a tire, yes.  Even if it is an hour+ wait to have
the roadside assistance come and help, it is worth the wait.

We have railroads on the west coast.  We have a lot more railroads across the
Midwest.  An Airstreamer heading into Minot, ND for the International Rally was
following a group of trailers into the arrival area.  The ‘streamer had to cross a railroad
track.  As the trailers he was following slowed down this streamer was left in the
railroad crossing.  The safety arms notifying traffic that there was an oncoming train
came down right between their truck and trailer.  The safety arms were metal so no
easy way to drive through and break the barrier.  Luckly the truck passengers were
out of harm’s way, but the train literally blew right

through what was once an Airstream
trailer.

We all get caught up in wanting to arrive
somewhere.  With GPS and
communications we can figure out where
we need to be, but no matter what, we
need to aware of our surroundings.

Safe travels, Mike Blom #240
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for Club President’s and O!cers

Introducing your New Region
12 Editor - Don Williams

I’m a retired Civil Engineer , working more than 30 years for the city of Corona, CA.
My wife and I live in Riverside and bought our first Airstream in fall of 2004, a 2005
22’ International CCD, with the idea of camping throughout the Western States and
yearly trips to Ohio and North Carolina to visit family and friends.

Our first Airstream trip was to Joshua Tree National Park on Veteran’s Day Weekend
2004 expecting a warm Southern California experience in the desert. It was until we
were surprised by snow on Sunday morning! I won’t go into details here but our story
was chronicled in the August 2007 Blue Beret.

https://mcusercontent.com/0837cd5159c0bf218fde2b85e/images/18f9752b-ba1c-7c03-5c38-ec341c007e5c.png
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We joined the Wally Byam Caravan Club International in 2006 as members at large
and quickly transferred to the Sierra Nevada Unit (SNU) after I stumbled upon their
web pages with pictures and stories of camping in the Eastern Sierra Nevada
Mountains and Great Basin Desert. We became life-time members in 2020.

The 22’ CCD was replaced with a lightly used 25’ international CCD; our current rig a
2012 28’ international  (a CCD as well). Yearly coast to coast trips, local and
International rallies, Alyeska and the Canadian Rockies caravans and solo caravans
to British Columbia, Northwest Territories and Ontario have added to our Airstream
miles, somewhere close to 265,000 as you read this. Along the way we’ve attended
12 International Rallies.

I’ve held several leadership positions in the local, regional and Intra Clubs: president,
trustee and membership chair of the Sierra Nevada Unit; Region 12 membership
chair; 2nd VP, 1st VP and president of the Amateur Radio Club. I still hold the
newsletter editor position in the SNU.

I look forward to preparing your Gold & Silver newsletter and encourage you to submit
your stories and photos to share with our fellow Airstream Club members. You can
reach me at: kd6uvt.brn14207@gmail.com or 951.264.0219.

Don Williams, #14207

P.S. I’m also a life-long motorcyclist, riding over 300,000 miles on BMW’s, almost
everyday to work and enjoying both highway touring and backcountry trips throughout
the 48 States, Canada and Alaska.

Got something to share in the next R12 newsletter?
 Click here to send us an email!

Recipes for the Road

mailto:kd6uvt.brn14207@gmail.com
mailto:kd6uvt.brn14207@gmail.com?subject=R12%20Newsletter%20Recommendations&body=Here's%20a%20suggestion%20for%20a%20future%20newsletter!
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& Home Too

Learning the ropes to MailChimp this issue so no Recipes this edition.
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